On April Ist, the ARRL and the 
American Red Cross signed an agreement 
setting forth terms of mutual recognition 
and cooperation between the two organi- 
zations. 

The agreement calls for closer co- 
operation between the local Red Cross 
chapters and ARES organizations and 
provided guidelines for the two groups. 
(The agreement was printed in the Au- 
gust, 1994 issue of FLORIDA SKIP, page 
123) 

Many ARES leaders throughout 
Florida found the language of the MOU 
(Memo of Understanding) troubling. It 
was felt that the MOU contained language 
olated long-standing principles of 
ARES, encouraged members 

; Red Cross’ Volunteers and 
ARES to use the Red Cross 


message ‘form. 

According to George Thuiston, 
W4MLE, SEC Northern Florida Section, 
the Red Cross was aggressively recruit- 
ing amateur tadio operators, especially 


to or on duties that i 


i and Rudy 
y contacted leaders 
m and conducted a 
etifgs to assess the feelings 
‘and opinions of others in the section. 
« On August 8, 
Thurston transmitted a message to Rick 
Palm, K1CE, ARRL Field Services Mgr. 
expressing grievous concerns about the 
effects of the MOU on Red Cross/ARES 
relations. The following is an edited and 


gis; [0 become Red Cross 1 er ms will result in serious damage to re- 


1994, George _ 


It was felt that the MOU 
contained language that vio- 
lated long-standing prin- 
ciples of operation by 
ARES, encouraged mem- 
bers to sign up as Red Cross 
Volunteers and called for 
ARES to use the Red Cross 
message form. 

The editing (by Mr. Thurston) was for 
brevity, to remove names, and to remove 


irrelevant matter; however it conveys the 
thrust of the concerns. 


8 August 1994 
Rick Palm, KICE 
Field Services Mgr., ARRL 


_.... I think efforts to apply the new 


on between Red Cross and ARES 


NFL NIXES MOU 


The problems arise principally 
from new language in the MOU, and 
from the newly aggressive Red Cross at- 
titude. The new MOU retains several 
dangerous provisions from the old one. 
They were almost harmless previously 
because nobody really tried to apply them. 
What makes them deadly now is that re- 
cently Red Cross seems bent on interpret- 
ing the language literally and implement- 
ing it. 

I cannot accept an attempted Red 
Cross palace coup such as this without 
an effort to get the attention of ARRL. It 
is already creating ill-will and turf wars 
where previously mostly good-will and 
cooperation prevailed. Already, Red 
Cross wants my ARES mailing lists to 
enable frequent mailings aimed at recruit- 
ing ARES members for Red Cross assign- 
ments. 

[You asked for] some specifics: 

The new MOU says: “Red Cross 
chapters WILL further this cooperative 
effort by requesting THAT LOCAL 
ARRL ARES AND NTS PERSONNEL 
SERVE AS RED CROSS DISASTER 
VOLUNTEERS FOR EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS.” This language 
is absent in the 1982 version. 

This is a killer! It is by far the most 
pernicious proposal in the whole MOU! 
It allows ARES operators assigned to 
shelters, for example, to be required to 
operate Red Cross 47-mHz radios, work 
the 800-mHz trunk phones and run the 
FAX machine — all of them distractions 
from their assigned ARES duties on the 
shelter net. 

To quote your 27 July letter, a con- 
scripted ARES volunteer would remain 
“an ARES volunteer ‘serving’ the Red 
Cross first and foremost.” 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Ham Harvests Haltl/Carter Agreement 


During a satellite backfeed of 
an interview between CNN and 
former President Carter, who was the 
point man in Haiti for negotiating a 
“peaceful invasion” of the Carribean 
nation, it was revealed that the de- 
tails of the negotiations were obtained 
by CNN from an amateur radio op- 
erator monitoring communications on 
shortwave. 

Mr. Carter acknowledged that 
communications between the Ameri- 
can contingent and Washington, were 
carried out on unsecure lines. Carter 
was somewhat astonished at the level 
of detail revealed by CNN and asked 
Bernard Shaw how he obtained a copy 
of the agreement. Shaw said that he 
could not reveal the name of the op- 
erator and it was voluntarily offered 
to CNN, but emphasized that CNN 
did not use any illegal or devious 
means to obtain the transcript of the 
agreement. 

There appears to be a whole set 
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of anomalies involved in this scenario and 
some serious ethical questions both on an 
international level and from the stand- 
point of amateur radio. Serious discus- 
sions that could involve the loss of many 
lives conducted on unsecured communi- 
cation links? The interception and tran- 
scription of the conversations by an ama- 
teur radio operator, later given to CNN? 
The nagging question of whether the op- 
erator received compensation for his 
scoop? The eventual impact or impres- 
sion this will have on legislators already 
looking for every angle to prevent the 
general public from monitoring radio/ 
telephone conversations. (See Editorial in 
September Issue regarding the Telephony 
legislation now in progress.) 


Amateur radio has never suffered 
from an over abundance of favorable 
publicity and I’m having trouble shar- 
ing CNN’s enthusiam for the role ama- 
teur radio played in scooping the Hai- 
tian agreement. //ger 
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contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 
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FLORIDA PHONE NETS 


FROM “DOC”, W4SME, SKIP 
CORRESPONDENT: Sometimes along 
the pathway of life there are stumbling 
blocks that affect ones ability to complete 
routine projects! As you noticed in last 
month’s edition, Ye Editor filled in for 
me with a brief coverage of my progress 
of treatment. From the time I left on Aug 
4th to go to MD Anderson in Houston 
for surgery on my spine, until the time 
that I had to turn myself back into the 
hospital here in Jacksonville for treatment 
of a skyrocketing temperature and post- 
surgical infection I was completely 
“QRT”. Because of the time period in- 
volved, my receipt of reports from the Net 
Managers of TPTN, FMTN, SWFTN, 
SEFTN et al, occurred while I was in 
hospital. Thus I was unable to process, 
finalize and forward the usual net reports 
to fit the column allowance.. I hope that 
the readers as well as the Net Managers 
will appreciate that I attempted to get the 
bulk information to Ye Editor before the 
deadline. However, unfortunately it just 
didn’t work out and I apologize! For each 
report received from a Net Manager I try 
my very best to include every scrap of net 
information that I receive and fit it into 
the allocated space. Sometimes, I have to 
rewrite and condense the information to 
keep my Editor happy as well as making 
sure that I do not omit important Net 
news. A Net is composed of people, and 
it’s information about the people and their 
activity on a Net that makes for an inter- 
esting column! IfI don’t receive anything 
other than stats, which already appear 
under “Traffic Hounds”, I cannot make 
summaries worthy of the reader’s time. 
And further if the reader doesn’t see 
names and call signs that are familiar or 
Net activities that pique some interest, the 
column isn’t serving any purpose! At this 
point in time, I am still in a recovery mode 
as well as a continuing treatment mode 
for my cancer. As long as I have the 
strength to sit at my computer and knock 
out these monthly reports, I will continue 
to support my Editor and try to turn out 
reports that are interesting and reflect the 
activities of people on our Florida Nets! 

FROM NILS, WA4NDA, FMTN 
NET MANAGER: When back last 
spring the time changed from EST to 
DST, there was a very noticeable change 
in the conditions on 40 meters!. Prior to 
that change, FMTN had an occasional day 
when the band was a little on the ‘down’ 
side. But WOW, since then what a change 
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has taken place on a regular basis. My 
first impression was, as a song says, “IT 
ONLY HURTS A LITTLE WHILE”, but 
now that we have continuous days with- 
out a band (amateur) to work with, I have 
to refer to the old standard, ‘SEPTEM- 
BER SONG’, whose lyrics start, “IT’S 
BEEN A LONG, LONG TIME”, since 
all stations were able to enjoy solid copy 
of each other! Only through the great ef- 
fort of all Net members has the Net con- 
tinued to operate and even then, most ses- 
sions, with great difficulty. There are a 
few stations that have been the STAL- 
WARTS during this period of difficulty 
and they need to be acknowledged Rick, 
KC4ONA of Pocataligo, GA resides in 
the perfect location to hear all Net sta- 
tions and has relayed to the NCS’s where 
they were and their traffic. Without Rick, 
there would have been no Net! Others 
playing a vital part in holding the Net 
together are Mort, WX4H, Norm, K4RBR 
and Eber, W7AMM. Each have shown 
great patience, taken the necessary time 
and have not become discouraged by their 
daily routine of relays. Many thanks, 
gentlemen for your dedicated effort, skill 
and hard work.|Florida Midday Traffic 
Net DESPERATELY NEEDS additional 
Net Control Stations as well as Liaison 
stations to other Nets! In order to operate 
FMTN daily for seven days of each week, 
without using any station more than on 
one occasion, it requires “28” (TWENTY 
EIGHT) INDIVIDUAL STATIONS! 
Seven Net Control Stations and twenty- 
one Liaison stations. The time has come 
for each of you who are interested traffic 
handlers to volunteer some time for ei- 
ther of these positions. It will be music to 
my ears to receive a message that you will 
help the Net. I eagerly await your call! 
FMTN meets daily at 1200 EDT on 
7247.5. Join the Net warmup at 11:45, 
get acquainted, then participate in the Net 
activities. All stations will be warmly 
welcomed. During the month of August, 
FMTN during 31 sessions recorded 485 
checkins averaging 16 stations per ses- 
sion who handled 251 pieces of traffic in 
a total of 573 minutes or an average Net 
time of 18.5 minutes. Until next month, 
73 & 88’s Nils, WA4NDA 

FROM DOC, W4SME, NET 
MANAGER: The two months of July 
and August have been for me, too many 
days of pain, surgery and hospitalization 
due to cancer. It has kept me from doing 
the things I enjoy most and those are be- 


Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


ing active on the Ham Bands and being 
able to write for the Florida Phone Nets 
and articles for SKIP! However, my Asst. 
Net Manager, Dave, N4GMU has done 
an absolutely superb job of carrying the 
ball and keeping the Net running 
smoothly! Unfortunately, July happenings 
on FPTN did not get into print as I re- 
ported elsewhere. However, in August the 
Net had a late summer slow-down with 
1208 total stations checking in. The av- 
erage of 39 stations per session handled 
374 pieces of formal traffic in an average 
Net time of 34 minutes. And during the 
lattér part of the month the Net had five 
stations off on vacations plus some morn- 
ings with band conditions barely mar- 
ginal. Remembering that we are currently 
heading toward the bottom of the Propa- 
gation (Sunspot) Cycle and that early 
morning conditions on 75 favor the 
greyline DX path, it is no wonder that 
any communications within Florida 
boundaries may suffer dramatically. Fif- 
teen stations made the 100% Honor Roll 
for August and they were: KA4DCA, 
WA4EIC, WA4EYU, NR2F, WNG4IIV, 
KD4IVP, WA4JDH, KN4OX, K4RBR, 
K4SJA, WA9VND, KI4VT, WB4WYG, 
KC4ZHN, and WB4ZVD. 

It is with a great deal of pleasure 
that I take this opportunity to welcome 
as Members into the Net, Larry 
McDermott, KE4ESV of Hollywood and 
Clyde Scruggs, WI3X of Avon Park. This 
brings the FPTN Family to 45 Active 
Members and I hope the Net will con- 
tinue to grow and reach and hopefully 
exceed it’s previous membership level of 
50 Traffic Handlers! Effective Oct 1, your 
new Net Manager will be Bob, WN4ITV 
of Tallahassee. Bob is a veteran of many 
years on traffic nets and can claim all of 
the “Wallpaper” normally earned by an 
Official Relay Station working in the 
National Traffic System! As your retir- 
ing Net Manager I want to take this op- 
portunity to thank every Net Member for 
their total commitment to the operation 
of the Net, their suggestions and their 
loyal support of the Net Control Stations 
and the Officers of the Net. Florida Phone 
Traffic Net meets Daily at 6:55 am on 
3940KHz, start your day the FPTN way! — 
73 & 88’s, Doc, W4SME. 

FROM BOB, KC4ZHF, SEFTN 
Asst Net Manager: On August 27th, 
WA9YGSW, Rees became the 1000th sta- - 
tion to check in to SEFTN. Congratula- 
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FLORIDA CW NETS Ed Roller (K41A), Editor 


QFN Reported by Chet, AB4XK: 
Band conditions were still terrible for 
August but our hard working people 
moved 494 messages. Mort, WX4H was 
QNI 61 followed closely by Dick, 
WA4PFK with 59. Miss Phil, KA4FZI 
and OB, WC4D tied for third place with 
55 checkins. A special thanks is due to 
Dick Hill and Andy Clarke for sending 
me a routing guide. Also many thanks to 
Kevin, WV5Z for printing a batch of 
mailing labels, and special thanks to 
WA4PFK, KM4DY and WVSZ for their 
donations to help cover postage costs. 
This is greatly appreciated. 

Ed Roller, K4IA is back so we 
should be able to fill one of those vacant 
slots on Saturday and Thursday for re- 
gion five rep: Thanks to WV5Z for vol- 
unteering some empty slots this month. 
Summer is almost over so let’s give our 
best for the coming season. Thanks and 
73. 

Gator Net reported by Dan, 
W4DL: George, K4JI is enjoying a visit 
from his son. They are tabling a big pile 
of mail and trimming the fruit trees and 
shrubbery. Dick, N2AOX expects to ben- 
efit from a new surgical procedure for his 
problem to be available at Emory Uni- 
versity in Atlanta. Charlie, WA4EYU is 
feeling better after a skin graft on his ear 
- too much sun for too long a time. 

Dan, W4DL had Andy, W4TYT and 
Norm, K4RBR drop in and make a video 
of his station. Chris, N4EKC as usual is 
on the road. He’ll be back the first part of 
September. Andy, W4IYT and Layton 
Ruse, W4VBQ mad a 54 minute video at 
the National Hurricane Center. Mae, 
W3CUL and Al, W3VR find it difficult 
to meet all skeds and maintain social ac- 
tivities. They are expecting an increase 
in traffic from the QSL card center. 73, 
Dan. 

QFNS Reported by .Laura, 
WAYVND: Statistics for August QNI 
316, QTC 169, QND 792. We’re off to a 
good start. As we now have several op- 
erators losing the fear of NCS work and 
doing so well we wish there were more 
days in the week. 

We now have AA4HT, Rip as our 
QFN rep on Mondays and real glad to 
have him. We had a visit from Bob, 
KD4BGO and invite him to come in of- 
ten. Also W4DUG stopped in to say hello 


too. We are proud of these new NCS sta- 
tions doing so well: Bob, KC4ZHF fast 
becoming a pro, and KE4DNO also tread- 
ing the deep waters very well. 

We like to welcome visitors so how 
about your? and you? Look for us every 
night at 8:00PM on 3715kHz. Stop in, it 
only takes a few wriggles of the wrist. 88, 
Laura. 

FMSN Reported by Rip, AA4HT: 
Many thanks to the FMSN members for 
putting forth the extra effort to move the 
traffic during these unusual band condi- 
tions. When the net was on 40 meters, 
the long skip often required relays from 
N4LAO, Harry and WX4H, Mort up in 
the panhandle. Great to hear Ed, K4IA 
back on FMSN after his extended vaca- 
tion. KM4DY, Tom has taken our traffic 
while mobile on the interstate - WOW! 

FMSN is completing its 14th year 
of operation and is still an important link 
in Florida traffic handling. Its creation 
resulted from a proposal for a medium 
speed CW net made by Fred, AA4FG at 
the 1980 Melbourne traffic meeting. The 
net continues to serve as a natural step- 
ping stone for operators needing to im- 


For additional 


CORtTICe: 


prove their skills so they can move to 
higher speed CW nets. 

As Russ, KC4ZHN takes over as net 
manager effective September Ist, he has 
openings for operators to serve as liaison 
to QFN and net control. Please contact 
Russ even if you can only substitute oc- 
casionally. Remember this is your net that 
needs your support to remain strong. 73, 


Rip. 


© 
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Mysterious Man Winner 


The day after the FLORIDA SKIP 
went to press in last month, there was 
another ham who recognized the myste- 
rious man as Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK. And 
the winner is...Bob Hess, KA3EDL 
from Hobe Sound, FL. It is rumored that 
Bob is wearing a brand spanking new, au- 
thentic, sanctioned and fully adjustable 
FLORIDA SKIP hat; the prize. 

Our thanks go out to Laura, 
WA4VND who cooked up this fun con- 
test and hope we can have a few more. 


NIGSsEXPO 


Toba 357-9357 
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Continued from page 4 

tions! August became the 82nd consecu- 
tive month with more than 1000 stations 
checking into the Net. A tip of the som- 
brero to all those stations that joined 
SEFTN each evening at 6pm local time 
and made this record possible. Tuesday 
night “TRAFFIC TIPS” continue to get 
better. Thanks for the efforts of Laura, 
WAYVND, Dick WA4PFK and Charles 
WB4PAM who do a great job of making 
traffic handling easier. Honor Roll for the 
month with 100% attendance were: 
PZ1IBK, KD4GR, KD4HGU, KD4JMV, 
KD4LQG, KC4ZHN, N4TYN, and 
KC4ZHF. SEFTN met in 31 sessions dur- 
ing August and recorded 1186 checkins. 
377 pieces of traffic were handled in 1739 
minutes. SEFTN meets every evening at 
6pm local time on 146.19/79. 73 & 88’s 
Bob, KC4ZHF 

FROM EARL, WX4J, TPTN, 
NET MANAGER: Well August found 
TPTN with a little less traffic and more 
of the same band conditions that have 
plagued the Net all summer. Hopefully 
with the change back to standard time and 
the approach of fall, conditions will im- 
prove! However, the Net can still expect 
many days of marginal conditions with 
the ‘DOWNSIDE’ of the Sunspot Cycle. 
I want to take this time to thank every 
one of the stations that continue to assist 
the Net Control Stations with relays and 
help to get the traffic passed. I would like 
to welcome Earle, NF4O of Hampton and 
Paul, AC4DI of Alachua as new Net 
Members! The Net will certainly benefit 
from their expertise. I have learned that 
Jim, W1BLH will be back active with the 
Net shortly. You will remember that Jim 
lost everything in a fire some months 
back, and it will be great to hear Jim on 
from Eastpoint again. Good luck to you, 
Jim! In an effort to increase overall par- 
ticipation and decrease individual 
workload, I would like to see additional 
stations, with as yet NO NET RESPON- 
SIBILITY, volunteer to represent TPTN 
by becoming Liaison to other Florida 
Nets. Particularly Florida Midday Traf- 
fic Net(FMTN), Florida Amateur Side- 
band Traffic Net (FAST-early/late) and 
North Florida Phone Net(NFPN). It 
makes it so much easier for all members 
of the Net when the responsibilities are 
spread and shared by many members of 
the Net. In the months to come please let 
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me know that you will volunteer as a Net 
Liaison station. I welcome ALL inputs 
for this column! This column is about the 
people of our Net and what they do and 
the services they perform. As I mentioned 
before, if you have any past history of 
TPTN which you think would be enjoyed 
by ALL send it to me along with personal 
profiles of individuals as well as a brief 
story about how long you have been ac- 
tive with TPTN. Don’t forget to join 
TPTN at 5pm local time on 3940! Until 
next month, 73, Earl, WX4J. 

FROM DAVE, N4GMU, FPTN, 
ASST. NET MANAGER: When you get 
to read this issue the Jax Hamfest will be 
history. I know a lot of the hams in the 
North Florida region will be attending, 
but yours truly will sit this one out. My 
XYL, Jan, KD4LNP and I attended the 
Atlanta hamfest and we needed a break. 
Of the hundreds of people that attended 
that fine gathering, we only met two 
people we knew and that was our section 
manager Rudy, WA4PUP and his lovely 
wife. It seems strange to have to write this 
month’s column as our great leader Doc, 
is in Houston undergoing some very seri- 
ous surgery. We all hope a speedy recov- 
ery and quick return. The FPTN net did 
a great job as usual in handling the traf- 
fic that is presented each morning and 
even during some of the roughest condi- 
tions I have seen in quite some time. They 
did their very best and a professional job. 
We managed to have 1291 checkins and 
passed 421 items of NTS messages. Join- 
ing the honor roll for July with 100% at- 
tendance were KI4CQ, WA4EIC, NR2F, 
K2GNZ, WN4IIV, WA4JDH, K4RBR, 
K4SJA, WA9VND, KI4VT, KB4WCX, 
WB4WYG, KC4ZHN and WB4ZVD. 

Thanks to Bill, WB4WYG and 
Bob, WN4ITV for making this job a whole 
lot easier. Your support and guidance is 
appreciated. The members will be look- 
ing forward to our annual gathering for 
lunch at the Melbourne Hamfest in Sep- 
tember. If you are a visitor to the net why 
not drop by at noon and say hello. See 
you all at 0655 ET each day on 3940 kHz. 
What a great way to start the day. 73/88 
Dave -N4GMU. 


CHAMP adds 


CHAMP MARINE 
-by Joe Chwick, AC4TV 


The South Florida F.M. Associa- 
tion announced the formation of a new 
emergency net to run in conjunction with 
CHAMP (Citizen Ham Mobile Patrol. 
The net, known as CHAMP MARINE, 
will begin as soon as the 147.000 repeater 
comes to life again. The purpose of the 
net is to render emergency aid to all boat- 
ers in the salt water, fresh water and 
swamps within the capabilities of the 
147.000 repeater. This repeater will be 
on the Channel 6 tower in Homestead at 
1400 feet. 

In the beginning, the net will oper- 
ate Saturdays and Sundays from Noon 
until sunset. We will be in touch with the 
Coast Guard, Game and Freshwater Pa- 
trol, the Marine Patrol and METRO- 
DADE. Other state agencies of law en- 
forcement will also be involved. This will 
be a directed net whose operation will be 
by volunteer controllers. Very young hams 
will pull duty as net controllers to give 
them a sense of responsibility while per- 
forming a community service and to give 
them experience as net controllers for 
future emergencies. The will be super- 
vised and monitored. 

Every hour there will be a check-in 
of all boats. We will ask for their callsigns, 
boat ID, location and destination. We 
would also like a check-in to inform us 
that the boat trip has ended. The purpose 
of this is in case of search and seek, we 
know where they had been. 

We would like to expand the hours 
of operation from sunrise to sunset. This 
is going to require lots of volunteers. If 
anyone is interested, call Joe Chwick, 
ACA4TV at (305) 255-1057. 


Top Twenty Trafficers - August 1994 SOUTH FLORIDA BBS TOTALS 


-by WA4PFK and WX4J AUGUST, 1994 
1 Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
: NTS TOTAL 
4 KOZXF 0 7412 
5 KOZXF-2 0 5730 (TPAIFL) 
- KATKU 0 878 
7 KB4GBS_ 8 7887 
KB4GCZ 1 811 
8 KB40AM 4 5893 
9 KB4UAH 0 7539 
1 KB4VOL 9 7183 
KC4CLD —_— NO REPORT- 
KC4HQS NO REPORT- 
KC4IBT NO REPORT- 
KD4EMI 1 6174 
KD4GR _—.20 4570 
KD4MJV 1 7055 
Traffic Hounds - August 1994 KDAMZM 2 Lae 
-by Rip, AA4HT KD4WBI —_—-NO REPORT- 
KD4ZPP NO REPORT- 


KE2IX 4323 
KF40J 8621 
Kl4ZJ 1778 
KN4YT 4565 
KP4EDL 8418 
N4CNW 4595 
N4HHP 7549 
N4JOA 5259 
N4XEO 8 4517 
N4XEQ NO REPORT 

N4ZIQ 21 4118 
NSAUV NO REPORT- 

W4DPH 6863 
W4MWP 

W8DUV 

WA2DXQ 

WA2LKI 

WA4EAA 

WB2WPA 

WB4M0Z 

WB4TEM 

WD4DLB 

WD4NKZ 

WD8IBY 

WH6AMX 


Net QNI 
QFN 809 
FPTN 1291 
SEFTN 1228 
180 
584 
874 
1027 
566 
569 
1077 
292 
143 
SPARC 615 


Ses Mgr — QTC/ONI 
AB4XK 0.64 
W4SME 0.33 
KD4GR 0.32 
W4DL ‘1.40 
WA4NDA 0.41 
KD4WDB 0.26 
KQ4YD 0.17 
WA4PFK 0.22 
WX4J 0.21 
WA4NDA 0.11 
WA4VND 0.33 
WB4GCK 0.43 
N4ZMQ 0.06 
N4ZDD 0.03 
WA4PFK 0.20 
KQ4YD 0.07 
N4LTT 0.05 
KD4GR 0.11 
WB20UK 0.07 
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NTS TOTAL: 370 


North Florida BBS Totals 

‘Dave Sutherland, N4tGMU Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to N4tGMU @ 
N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to KB4 VOL @ KB4VOL. Reports MUST 
PERS NTS TOTAL be sent on the 1st covering bbs activity for the previous month. 
Please participate! 


738 4870 73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South Florida. 
405 BMeley 


668 2869 
861 2155 


439 2619 


1654 3875 
590 1058 
518 3119 
1275 8008 
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QCWA NEWS 


: As mentioned in 
3 ey < last month’s Skip, 
LX __.,many of our chapters 
did not have any busi- 
ness meetings. A few chapters got to- 
gether to have informal meetings. As a 
result, I did not get much to write about, 
however, the chapters will be starting up 
again in October with formal meetings. 
If I get these reports, I will have much to 
write about the chapters and their activi- 
ties. I belong to two chapters and we will 
have formal meetings in October. Our 
northern members will be returning to 
escape the rigors of a northern winter. 
When your formal meetings commence, 
please have your secretary send me a re- 
port on these meeting. I am sure that 
chapters are interested in what other 
chapters are doing. Exchange of ideas will 
be greatly appreciated. I believe that Cali- 
fornia has the largest amount of chapters 
and Florida is next. 
Suwannee Chapter 
All hams are welcome at our meet- 
ings at Ryan’s Steak House, Silver 
Springs Boulevard, Ocala. Join us the 4th 
Saturday, all even months except on the 
2nd Saturday of December. Using a US 
flag donated by President Jim Keele, 
K2SN began a new protocol by opening 
the August 27th meeting with the Pledge 
to the flag. Ray Chartier, WIRFE pre- 
sented the list of 1985 nominees, supple- 
mented immediately by Adis Henry, 
W4PFJ volunteering for Secretary. Char- 
ter member John Zwaske, W4WKQ was 
reported as being 6th on the 10-10 list 
with 14, 710 numbers; he lives 400 miles 
away in the central time zone. Chapter 
attendance was reported high at memo- 
rial services for our SK 1993 president 
Bill Menner, K2YMQ. Estate sale lists 
for recent SK’s were read by family mem- 
bers. New for 610s were given all hams 
present. 
-Reported by Bob Saulpaugh, AG3S, 
Secretary 
Caloosa Chapter 
Our chapter meets on the last Tues- 
day of each month at Pouell’s Restaurant 
in Cape Coral. We continue to meet dur- 
ing the summer months with an atten- 
dance of 15-18 shooting up to 40 mem- 
bers when the snowbirds return. Both the 
ladies and men have an active magazine 
exchange program. We would encourage 
QCWA members when in our area to meet 
with or group. Some of the members have 
licenses dated in the early 1930’s, 
-Reported by Leo Hausman, W4KA 


Palm Beach Chapter 111 

The August meeting of Palm Beach 
Chapter 111, QCWA, was held at our 
regular location, the North Palm Beach 
CC dining room on August 30th. We had 
a good turnout of twenty members and 
guests present. 

President Charlie Newell, K2GNZ 
advised that we hadn’t been successful as 
yet locating another meeting place which 
would be satisfactory and we would con- 
tinue at the present location for the time 
being. Sec/Treas Bob McDow, W4KOG 
gave a treasury report and also advised 
the group on the local and national ac- 
tivities on the various nets and asked for 
more interest from the Chap 111 mem- 
bers on all of the QCWA nets. Frank 
Mayernik, W2ASM reported that Walt 
Zmetronak, W2MHL had suffered a slight 
stroke after his return from his recent trip. 
Walt is recuperating at his home in 
Wellington. It was also learned later that 
Bill Phelan, W2AWA had undergone 
cataract surgery and was sticking close 
to home in Stuart for awhile. Get Well 
cards have been sent to both, along with 
the “Well Wishes” of all the members of 
the chapter. 

The next meeting is on the 27th of 
September at 1130 EDT at the NPBCC 
Dining room. The brunch will be the 
regular buffet with salads, soup, hot en- 
trees and desert. The price has been set 
at $8.00, which covers tax and tip. Hope 
all are in good health by the next meet- 
ing and can attend. We’ ll be planning for 
our Xmas meeting and our big annual 
auction, so you can’t afford to miss it. C 
U there. 

-73 & 88 de Bob McDow, W4KOG - 
Secy/Treas 


Eli Nannis (K4JMH), Editor 


Southeast Florida Chapter 12 

The August meeting of Southeast 
Florida Chapter 12 was held at Denny’s 
Restaurant, 7411 N.W. 36 Street, near 
Miami International Airport. Our meet- 
ings are held on the third Saturday of each 
month at 12 Noon. QCWA members and 
visitors are always welcome. 

We had 21 members and guests 
present. Our guest speaker was Joe 
Schmidt, W4NKJ who gave a very inter- 
esting talk on the operation of the Miami 
Hurricane Center and Hurricane Pre- 
paredness. An amateur radio station is 
located in the center on the 6th floor in a 
building in Coral Gables. The center will 
be moving in the near future into a new 
facility near Miami International Univer- 
sity. The new facility will be Hurricane 
proof as the present center had consider- 
able damage during Hurricane Andrew. 
Best wishes for a speedy recovery to two 
of our members Marion Rauch, WB4RFB 
and Forrest Bahr, K4SSE who are recov- 
ering from open heart surgery. Our Presi- 
dent, George Henning announced that we 
still need a person to fill the position of 
Corresponding Secretary that was left 
vacant by Herb Bernard, W4JXA who 
became a silent key. No volunteers came 
forward. Congratulations to Art, W4VZ 
and Marion Rauch, WB4RFB who cel- 
ebrated their 43rd wedding anniversary 
this month. 

-Reported by Art Rauch, W4VZ 


23 Years a Ham? 


Got a question? 
Write: 


159 E. 16th Street 
Eugene, OR 97401 
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OLD TIMERS AND KNIGHTS Bob McDow (W4KOG), Editor 


Old Old Timers Club 

The pickin’s are pretty sparse this 
month when it comes to material for the 
column. The Sat- 
urday morning 
2% net is going like 
~ \ gangbusters but 
ithe Wednesday 
Jforth meter net 
&y leaves a lot to be 
desired. Forty is 
=~ in bad _ shape 
when it comes to local contacts and it 
sounds like it’s going to get worse before 
it starts getting any better. I usually try to 
check in and Pete, W4PFO is always in 
there calling but we all generally give up 
without making any contact. What we 
need is a net control station located some- 
where out in Texas or Oklahoma; then 
we’d be in good shape. 

Id like to pass along our congratu- 
lations to OOTC member Jack Kelleher, 
W4ZC on his appointment to President 
of the Society of Wireless Pioneers. Jack 
took over the post from retiring President 
Paul Dane, W6WOW (also a member of 
OOTC) on July 1, 1994. Jack has had a 
long and varied career in various mili- 
tary and governmental posts in the com- 
munications field He received his first 
amateur license in 1932 with call of 
W2DSV. Jack was also recently elected 
as Vice Pres. of the QCWA. 

That’s it for this month. Check into 
the net if you get a chance and if you get 
to the WPB hamfest later this month, look 
me up and I’ll treat you to a cup of cof- 


‘é -73 Bob McDow, W4KOG 
Ko ol 
\\ WANTED // 


KOTK EDITOR 


Work out of your home, 
part time. Official uniform 
Florida Skip Staff shirt 


and matching hat. 


Other benefits. 
| |Contact Bob McDow, W4K0G 


0, Or Gall Florida Skip «0, 
Vy 1-800-421-3279 \\ 
oi rae 
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Knights of the Kilocycle 


3910 Ke. Sunday Morn. 1230Z - 
0730EST 

All the kids are back in school and 
I see a lot more cars on the roads lately, 
so it looks like summer is about over. Can 
the “snowbirds” be far behind? We’ve 
been down to about fifteen regular 
checkin’s lately on the net so we can ac- 
cept a few of the returnees from their an- 
nual summer sojourn to the frozen north. 
Hi. Hi. I usually talk to Wes, W4COW 
and Blanche, W4GXZ on the Sunday af- 
ternoon QCWA net, and they’ve been 
getting ready to start heading back down 
towards Tampa for the winter. I’m sure 
most of the birds are doing the same, so 
it won’t be long before we have a full slate 
of checkin’s again. 

By the time you read this the 
Melbourne hamfest will be history and 
we'll be getting ready for the one in West 


Palm Beach. I’m planning on getting to: 
Melbourne and hope to see a few of you 
there, but I’m going to have a table at the 
WPB hamfest so if you are in the area on 
the 22-23 Oct. Please stop by table 182 
and we’ll have a “FB” eyeball”. Also 
maybe you’ll buy some of my “JUNQUE”! 

' We had a few notable birthdays last 
month; Eula, K4OEP and Art, KN4JN 
both of whom we haven’t heard from in 
quite awhile. Hope they’re both OK. Also 
our fearless leader Dwight, N4POA and 
yours truly, W4KOG finally turned 39. 

Haven’t had any response yet from 
anyone willing to take over the column, 
so it’s still wide open for any takers. I’m 
planning to close with the December col- 
umn and would hate to see it ended but 
I’m at the point where I’m dry of things 
to write about. Think about it. 
-73 & 88, Bob, W4KOG 


Larry Price, W4RA-VP International Affairs and Frank Butler Jr, W4RH-Director 
SE Division visited the Florida Skip Booth in Jacksonville. 


DIGITAL DITHERINGS Joe Burnham, WD4KAV 


We’ve looked at NET/ROM and 
_ ROSE switching systems in recent 
~ columns...so now that you hopefully have 
a bit of familiarity with these beasts I 
thought it was time to look into ROSE a 
little further. (NET/ROM lovers...feel free 
to write in with opposing viewpoints. 
Your comments will make up a future 
column!). 

A while back (would you believe, 
over a year ago?) Bruce WD4HIM, put 
out an excellent bulletin on the advan- 
tages of ROSE SWITCHES. 

While I no longer have that origi- 
nal bulletin (darn it) I DO have a con- 
densation of the major points, which 
Bruce included in a message to another 
ham a short time later. 

I will toss some comments inside 
brackets [ ] if things need to be clarified 
a bit. 

Oh...and remember...this message 
was written quite a long time ago, so that 
while many of the SPECIFICS given 
(such as callsigns) may no longer be 
valid...but the THEORY still is. 

Below is a much-edited copy of that 
message. I have taken the liberty of re- 
moving other comments that Bruce made, 
which did not relate directly to ROSE, or 
which are no longer valid, for one reason 
or another. 

HHH HHH HHH HH HH HH HH HHH 
HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HH HHA 

I have found that most people hate 
to learn something new once they have 
just begun to learn one method, but i have 
also found most newcomers adjust to 
ROSE easier because they don’t have to 
learn the entire list of nodes for the State 
of Florida in order to get around. it’s 
easier to use a 411 ROSE address like C 
INFO v AC4GB-7,407411 to get infor- 
mation on available ROSE addresses in 
the 407 area. It’s called directory assis- 
tance. 

From Orlando there is a reliable 
path north from ORL and DAB which 
never existed with NET/ROM because of 
the quality ratings NET/ROM assigns to 
a node the further it gets from one node. 
This is just one example. From ORL11 
to DABS the rating was so low that i could 
never tell ORL1 to connect to DABS and 
expect anything but a “failure” message 
even by perming routes. 

[This same situation exists between 
the Stuart LAN and the Boca Raton LAN. 
Back in the heyday of NET/ROM, it was 
virtually impossible to connect the two 


areas. NOW, the connects range from 
poor to excellent...but seldom is it IM- 
POSSIBLE to get from “here” to “there”. 

This is because the ROSE routing 
programed into the individual switches 
is designed to use the best possible path 
between two points. If the path is not there 
(due to equipment failure or atmospheric 
conditions) then an alternate path will be 
tried. 

If there is no other path, or if the 
one chosen is no good, then the connect 
fails. Now, back to our show. } 

... The HEARD function on ROSE 
gives the user a list of active stations they 
might want to talk to, showing uplink and 
downlink calls and types of frames. along 
with uplink and downlink addresses or 
paths. TheNet shows only the call of the 
station it heard. 

The USER application is probably 
the most useful and a lot more accurate 
than NET/ROM’s since it gives the ad- 
dress of the input switch along with the 
destination address so you can really tell 
where a person is coming from and go- 
ing to. NET/ROM’s user info can only 
give you an [route] from the [nearest 
NET/ROM node the user connected to 
NOT ] actually from where he is trans- 
mitting from if he happens to be connect- 
ing nodes together to get where he is go- 
ing, which is very likely. . . 

{In other words...ROSE will show 
you the complete path to the station’s it 
has heard, while NET/ROM or TheNet 
only show the last place the user entered 
the network, and thus make it harder, if 
not impossible, for you to know how to 
connect to that station]. 

I find NET/ROM-TheNet’s 
autorouting to work maybe three to four 
hops away reliably otherwise you get a 
failure message even though you know 
the node exist but NET/ROM’s [auto- 
matic] quality rating of other nodes re- 
duces distant nodes so low that the nodes 
don’t know which way to go so you end 
up building your route anyhow which 
slows your connect waiting for the famil- 
iar “CONNECTED TO” messages to be 
sent back before you attempt the next step. 

Is this real networking or is typing: 

C USERCALL VIA LOCAL 
SWITCH,DESTINATION SWITCH net- 
working? 

ROSE gives the opportunity to have 
a balanced network, but only if the 
nodeops are interested in building it prop- 


erly and making sure routes are arranged 
in an orderly manner which is really not 
as hard as it sounds. 

One thing that i find a minor in- 
convenience with ROSE is [that] for a 
local contact you still have to type the area 
code and exchange for the area you are 
trying to connect to... 

When I put up my first NET/ROM 
node, I received complaints of locked up 
screens, blanking screens, etc. for a month 
or more because of the garbage it gener- 
ated. People were going to get off of 
packet because of it. ROSE generates NO 
garbage node broadcast, now there’s an- 
other advantage. I got the same com- 
plaints though when I changed to ROSE 
because no one knew how to use it, but 
now those that screamed are thanking me 
for improving paths to DAB and can’t 
wait to be able to do the same down south. 


I see no reason to ever take a step 
backwards to NET/ROM-TheNet . It is 
outdated technology as far as I am con- 
cerned. It served it’s purpose and got us 
out of the digipeat mode .. . 

HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HAH HHH 
Hit HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HHH HH 

So, there you have it. Some words 
of wisdom comparing ROSE to NET/ 
ROM. 

I suspect the battle will rage for 
quite a while as to which networking sys- 
tem is best, and we will probably AL- 
WAYS have both systems on the air. Each 
has it’s advantages and disadvantages. 

ROSE is somewhat more difficult 
to set up than NET/ROM, requiring co- 
operation between other ROSE nodeops, 
to create a efficient network, while NET/ 
ROM can _ build it’s own routing tables 
from point A to point B, with little coop- 
eration between the operators of the vari- 
ous nodes involved. Unfortunately, this 
“automatic” network building can lead to 
bad routes, and poor paths, as Bruce has 
shown. 

Your comments and questions (and 
suggestions for future articles) are always 
welcome! Drop a note to Gerry here at 
Florida Skip, or write me packet mail at 
the address below. 

WD4KAV @ 
WD4KAV.#STUFL.FL.USA.NA 

You can also send me E-Mail via 
the Internet to my Internet Address which 
is: 

j.burnham@genie.geis.com 
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COMPUFORUM Steve lezzi, KD4GKE 


Computer Communications 
Software (Part 2) 


This month, I am continuing with 
the installation of a telephone modem 
system on your PC. We will pick up with 
the modem in the initialized state just 
after you have launched your communi- 
cation program. 

Ports 

The communication software inter- 
faces with the modem hardware via a 
communication port. In each PC, there 
is a place in the system (a set of addresses) 
which corresponds to this port. The mo- 
dem hardware decodes bus information 
from the processor to determine if the 
processor is attempting to control modem 
functions. If you own an internal mo- 
dem, then the hardware is looking at the 
computer bus (a large connector usually 
on the motherboard). If you have an ex- 
ternal modem, then the processor sends 
commands and data to a device called a 
Universal Asynchronous Receiver Trans- 
mitter or UART for short. The UART 
converts the processor information into 
serial data which is simply a stream of 
ones and zeroes represented by changes 
in voltage. Ifthe format of this serial data. 
is RS-232 (a standard voltage format in 
computers) then the voltage is +10 volts 
for a zero and -10 volts for a one (inverted 
data). The external modem changes that 
voltage stream back into commands that 
it can recognize. 

Most computers can communicate 
with more than one device hence they 
have multiple communication ports. As 
I discussed last month, the PC com- 
patibles can support up to four serial de- 
vices using COM1 through COM4 but 
have only two interrupts allocated for se- 
rial communication. When you config- 
ured your communication software, the 
installer should have asked you where you 
modem hardware are. The COM Port 
number directs the software where to find 
the hardware. If you are experiencing 
problems with this installation, the com- 
munication software allows you to go in 
and change the port allocation and even 
change the default address (or I/O ports 
as they are sometimes called). A knowl- 
edge of your system is helpful at this time 
SO now is a good time to get the instruc- 
tion manual. that’s right! You actually 
might have to read that thing. 

Communication speed is also im- 
portant at this point. The speed of the 
data stream is called the baud rate. 
Loosely translated, the baud rate is num- 
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ber of bits of data that can be sent with- 
out any gaps in the data stream. The baud 
rate of the communication must be no 
faster than the fastest rate that the mo- 
dem can handle. A 14,400 baud modem 
will communicate at 14,400 baud. A 2400 
baud modem will communicate at 2400 
baud and so on. Some of the new mo- 
dems can communicate with the computer 
at a faster rate than the data rate it is speci- 
fied for but it sends the data to the com- 
puter with gaps to compensate for this 
difference in speed. The modem instruc- 
tions will tell what the correct data rate 
should be to the computer. 

Stop and start bits? These are ex- 
tra bits added to the front and rear of the 
communication data. Communications 
to and from the modem and between 
modems for that matter are composed of 
packs of eight bit data called a byte. The 
data can be spaced apart or transmitted 
bumper to bumper. The UART uses these 
extra bits to tell the beginning and end of 
each byte. Most systems work best with 
one start bit and on stop bit. The most 
important requirement is that the modem 
that you are attempting to communicate 
with must have the same configuration 
as you. 

Parity is a test bit that can also be 
added to each byte of data. Parity sums 
the bits in the byte to be transmitted and 
verifies that the sum is correct. If an er- 
ror occurred in the transmission of that 
data byte, then the parity will be incor- 
rect. If even parity is desired, then a one 
is sent in the parity bit location (right 
before the stop bit and after the last data 
bit) if the sum of the data is even. If odd 
parity is selected then an on is transmit- 
ted if the sum is odd. Again, the most 
important issue here is that both modems 
are configured the same. Most systems 
select no parity which means the parity 
is not sent at all. 

Once the ports are correctly con- 
figured, you can try talking to your mo- 
dem, Launch your communication soft- 
ware and wait for the entry screen. Usu- 
ally, there will be some information at the 
bottom of your monitor telling you the 
selected configuration (i.e., The baud rate, 
data size and parity selected). If you type 
AT and then return, the modem should 
respond with OK. If this does not work, 
then something in the initial configura- 
tion or set up is incorrect (assuming of 
course, that your modem, interface, and 
cables also work). Ifyou get this far, then 
read on. : 


PROTOCOL 

Protocol is a higher level commu- 
nication language (above the basic byte 
level that we discussed) that modems use 
to communicate with each other. Fortu- 
nately, the modems that are for sale to- 
day are so intelligent that when they con- 
nect with one another, they decide be- 
tween themselves what the best protocol 
is for the condition of the phone line. The 
better the modem, the more protocols can 
be handled. These protocols are usually 
cryptic acronyms beginning with a V (like 
V.32) or MN (like MN10). 

The best example of protocol is the 
postal system. If you take a document, 
any document and place in an envelope, 
the post office will (maybe!) deliver that 
to the person addressed on the front. If 
the post office can’t deliver the mail, then 
they send the letter back to you so you 
can try again. The contents of the letter 
is not important. The envelop is what 
carries your data to its final destination. 
Protocol works much the same way. The 
data that you wish to send is enveloped 
with information to help the receiver de- 
cide if the data has arrived correctly. If 
the data is not correct, then the protocol 
will either repair the data or ask for a re- 
transmission. 

File transfers are typically still car- 
ried by a protocol that can be selected by 
the user. The most common file transfer 
protocol is Z- MODEM. The newest mo- 
dems are sophisticated enough that they 
could send any data across noisy phone 
lines without error. But, to maintain com- 
patibility with older modems, most BBS’s 
still use a high level protocol like Z- 
MODEM. 


DISPLAY 

The display that you see with a ba- 
sic modem interface consists of charac- 
ters scrolling across the screen at the rate 
that they come in. If you are communi- 
cating with a BBS, they frequently sup- 
port a display language to spice up what 
you see on the screen. The most com- 
mon display language is ANSI-BBS. 
ANSI-BBS permits control characters 
which clear the screen, position the cur- 
sor, send graphics characters or even 
change the colors. 

Commercial BBS’s have developed 
their own display language which greatly 
enhances the look of the display to the 
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THE FLORIDA QULF COAST AMATEUR RADIO COUNCIL 
Presents The 


1994 ARRL SOUTH FLORIDA SECTION 
19th Annual 
SUNCOAST AMATEUR RADIO 
& COMPUTER CONVENTION 


NOVEMBER 19 & 20 


TAMPA, FL. 


LOCATION: “FLORIDA EXPO PARK” 
(Fomerily the Florida State Fair Grounds) 


NEW in "94" The main gate will open at 7:00 AM on 
both days. The ticket booths will open at 7:30 AM both days. 
The Tail-gating section will be open from 8 AM untill 6PM 

on Saturday, and from 8 AM to 4 PM on Sunday. Morse Code 
Contest Saturday, Hidden Transmitter Hunt Sunday (bring 
your 2 meter DF gear), Forums in quiet rooms. Also the 
Florida Gulf Coast Amateur Radio Council's ‘HAM OF THE 
YEAR’ AWARD on Saturday. 


ADMISSION: Tickets are $5.00 advanced, $6.00 at the door 
Children 12 and under are free. Everyone must have a ticket. 


HOURS: The 88,000 sq.ft. Air conditioned “EXPO HALL’ 
with Commercial Dealers, and over 400 swap tables will 
open to the public from 9 AM to 5PM on Saturday, and 
from 9 AM to 3 PM on Sunday. 


AMATEUR EXAMS: Will be held SUNDAY ONLY at 10 AM 
at The Sheraton Hotel. The fee is $5.00. Be sure to bring your 
original license, your original CSCE certificate, and a COPY 
OF EACH. Plus two forms of ID @ne with a photo). Form 610 
will be provided. Walk-ins welcome. It is wise to go to testing 


1-75 travelers take exit #52B (M.L.King Blvd) 


Interstate 4 and US- 301 
[I-4 travelers take exit #6(301)] 


SWAP TABLES: = Are $2000 each for all weekend. 
Drive to your table on Friday night for set-up and Sunday 
for tear down after the Convention is over. NO vehicles on 
the Convention floor Saturday. (Don't forget your hand- 
truck). Swap table holders will be able to set-up Friday 
from 3 PM to 8 PM, and Saturday from 6AM to 9AM. If you 
arrive after 8 PM on Friday, you may register at the 

back door. pick-up your info packets, and Admit tickets. 
No one will be allowed to begin set-up after 8 PM on 
Friday. Swap table holders will use the ORIENT Rd entry. 


TAILGATING: 500 Spaces Available! 

$5.00 per space per day plus Admit ticket for each 
person. Children 12 and under admitted free. TAILGATE 
SELLERS ONLY will be admitted through the ORIENT RD. 
Gate Friday 3PM to8PM, and at 6AM on Saturday & Sunday. 
Tailgate sales to the public will be from 8AM to 6PM on 
Saturday, and 8AM to 4PM on Sunday. Reservations 
accepted! Please contact JEAN, Phone and address are 
shown below. 


before entering the Hamfest. 


HOST HOTEL: SHERATON INN EAST 
7401 Hillsborough Ave. 
a, FL. 33610 
Please call @B) 626-0999 Ext.2121 for room 
reseverations. Mention the Convention and receive 
special rates. 


FORUMS: Will be in a separate building, AMSAT. ARES. ARRL. 
and more. Pre-register Saturday to build a J’ pole Antenna on 
Sunday. Small fee required. attendence limited. 


TALE-AN The KAHAZ Repeater Systern. 146.94, 223.98, 

442.275, and 5.72. Back-up will be the KAQHM Repeater 

on 147105. Don't stand in line, get your tickets ahead of time! 
Sa e 


FOOD:The EXPO HALL has food concessions that will be 
open throughout the convention hours. No other food 
sales allowed IN ANY PART OF THE BUILDING BY ANYONE! | 


COMMERCIAL BOOTH INFORMATION: 


A 10 ft by 10 ft booth, commercially draped, with two 
8ft by 30 inch tables, two modular chairs, and an 
optional 8&ft by 24 inch is offered. All Commercial 


Booth Reps please use the Orient Rd. gate. 


For Info call: 
BILL SMITH by Phone: (13) 837-4533, 
or write Bill at: 4402 Henderson Blvd. Tampa, FL.33629 


Advanced Tickets, Swap Tables, Tailgating || 
PRE -REGISTRATION FORM 


Reservations of 4 swap tables or more require a 20% non refundable deposit 
no later 9:00 PM Friday the 18th of November. 


Swap tables & Tailgating also require admit ticket. 


Make checks payable to: "F.G.C.A.R.C.,Inc.” and mail 
to: 1556 56th Ave. North, St. Petersburg, FL. 33703 
Enclose a SASE for yor tickets. Last mail out 


__.___ADMISSION TICKETS: $5.00 each 
Good both days 


_SWAP TABLES: $20.00 each_ 
Good both days 


TAILGATING; $5,00 per 
space per day. 


is the first Saturday in November. 
QUESTIONS ?? CALL JEAN (813) 525- 5178 after 6PM 


Your Phone 


a 
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We aren’t here to serve Red Cross, 
“first and foremost!” We are ARES vol- 
unteers first and foremost, and ARRL — 
of all organizations in the solar system 
—should first and foremost be guarding 
our autonomy from such raids, not sell- 
ing us out to be plucked to pieces like an 
old car, cannibalized for its parts. 

Already we are being forced to con- 
duct campaigns against wholesale recruit- 
ment of ARES and other Amateur opera- 
tors to be used as Red Cross sees fit. 

If implemented, the MOU would 
virtually destroy ARES as a self-stand- 
ing ARRL public service organization, 
and surrender the membership to piece- 
meal recruiting by everybody who thinks 
he or his agency needs a communicator. 

You asked for details of specific 
cases: 

CASE ONE - One of Northern 
Florida’s highly competent HF net con- 
trol operators and traffic handlers was 
suborned into Red Cross volunteer duty. 

After the “Storm of the Century” 
in March 1993, this operator was an 
ARES volunteer providing communica- 
tions for a mass feeding operation in his 
home county when he got commandeered 
into becoming an all-purpose Red Cross 
volunteer. 

When next we needed him for 
ARES duty, he was playing earthquake 
in California and driving an ERV for 
weeks. Next time, he was in the Midwest, 
playing flood relief — not as a commu- 
nicator. 

For ALBERTO, this operator was 
in the flood zone playing shelter manager. 
He has been effectively preempted by Red 
Cross to perform jobs that could have been 
performed equally well by a retired car- 
penter. His Amateur license was virtually 
unused, hence worthless to ARES, or to 
the operator or to Red Cross. 

CASE TWO — Just after ARES 
ended its ALBERTO operations in north- 
west Florida, KB9— from Indiana drove 
through the Tallahassee ARES repeater 
coverage trolling for Red Cross volunteers 
as he went. “We sure need all the Red 
Cross ham volunteers we can get for the 
flood area. We need hams to communi- 
cate for us....” 

This was AFTER Red Cross had 
peremptorily shut down the whole East 
Panhandle ARES net system in mid- 
stride, saying the phones were working. 
In fact, the VHF emergency ARES net, 
spanning 200 miles of the Panhandle, was 
still quite busy —and handled NO Wel- 
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fare traffic at all. 

CASE THREE — An ARES EC, 
who also served as communications chair- 
man of a Red Cross chapter gave much 
of his attention to Red Cross business 
throughout ALBERTO, at some cost to 
his ARES responsibilities. In his capac- 
ity as ARES EC, he diverted ARES vol- 
unteers to Red Cross duties. 

Example: This EC assigned an 
ARES operator to communicate for a 
shelter about 50 miles outside his home 
county. Oh yeah, while he was there, the 
operator might as well also report weather 
conditions for the National Weather Ser- 
vice. 

The assignment was totally out of 
the EC’s jurisdiction, but within his Red 
Cross jurisdiction. In sending an ARES 
operator there, he usurped the preroga- 
tive of the District EC. 

Shall I go on? Red Cross has for 
years conducted a highly aggressive re- 
cruiting drive specifically aimed at Ama- 
teur Radio operators, while vehemently 
denying that it is doing so. 

Red Cross has the entire general 
population of the U.S. to recruit from; 
they can do without Amateur Radio op- 
erators as their own proprietary volun- 
teers! 

Frankly, I will not supply ARC with 
lists of ARES operators. That would sub- 
ject the operators to a constant barrage of 
recruiting propaganda from Red Cross, 
including notices of training sessions in 
shelter management, mass feeding, dam- 
age assessment, and all the other dozens 
of things they want us for. I have heard 
ARC officials claim that such a recruit is 
really a communications volunteer be- 
cause he carries an 800-mHz hand-held! 

MESSAGE FORMAT - Your first 
paragraph in the 27 July letter: “... The 
statement ‘it is imperative that ARES 
personnel handle traffic in adherence with 
the guidelines provided by Red Cross per- 
sonnel in the disaster area’ is mine, and 
is not found in the MOU document.... 
[What kind of enforcement do you pro- 
pose?] ... However it is supported by simi- 
lar statements in the MOU. The state- 
ments refer to traffic that is originated by 
or for the Red Cross in the disaster area 
and not by or for other served agencies. 
OTHER AGENCIES’ NEEDS MAY BE 
SPELLED OUT IN SEPARATE 
MEMORANDA AND OPERATIONAL 
PLANS....” 

That scares me to death. It opens 
the door to every other agency to dictate 
its own format to ARES. 


“If Red Cross feels that it needs traf- 
fic to be handled in its own ... format... 
we have the option of handling the traf- 
fic their way, or not handling the traffic, 
period.” 

Faced with that dilemma, I will 
personally do my best to ensure that 
Northern Florida ARES adopts the latter 
option. 

A third option is available: Handle 
it in ARRL format. Let Red Cross types 
reformat the message upon receipt. 

Trying to train a bunch of opera- 
tors to use every message format they may 
encounter is absurd. The ARRL form is 
the Esperanto of message formats! Even 
if operators in ARC shelters and ARC 
HQs are familiar with ARC message 
form, what about the relay operators in- 
volved? 

If Red Cross refuses to submit their 
messages to the ARRL format, let them 
use their own 47 mHz radio “system” or 
the telephone. 

My instructions to ALL N. Fla. 
ARES operators have been and will con- 
tinue to be to use the ARRL format. Gate- 
way operators have been instructed to 
refuse any message not so formatted, 
though they may help the originating 
operator get it into acceptable form. That 
instruction will not change! 

WELFARE TRAFFIC - 

The new MOU says: ... ARRL 
AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS PERSONNEL 
WILL BE ENCOURAGED TO 
HANDLE TRAFFIC IN ADHERENCE 
TO THE GUIDELINES PROVIDED 
BY AMERICAN RED CROSS PER- 
SONNEL IN THE DISASTER AREA.... 

THE ARRL WILL ENCOURAGE 
ARES AND NTS VOLUNTEERS, TO 
WORK WITH RED CROSS CHAP- 
TERS, TO PROVIDE THIS SERVICE 
[H&W] ALONG GUIDELINES ES- 
TABLISHED DURING ANY PAR- 
TICULAR DISASTER. 

(No corresponding language in the 
1982 MOU) 

QUESTION: As for packet — or 
a “more secure” mode — is ARC going 
to provide the necessary equipment to all 
their shelters? Great! But what happens 
when the gear breaks down or a shelter 
has no such equipment? Maybe it can be 
sent over 2-m FM in “voice CW:” 


DahDit DiDahDit 
DiDahDahDahDah DiDahDahDit 
DiDahDah DiDiDiDiDah... 


Continued on page 15 


| Continued from page 14 

| I’m reading too much into the 
| MOU? If you really believe that, I have 
some property in the Everglades Ill be 
happy to sell you at a very good price. 


VERY sincerely, W4MLE 


YS 


After several weeks of assessing 
the input from key people in the NFL 
ARES network, it was determined that 
ARES must maintain their independence 
and autonomy. George Thurston and 
Rudy Hubbard then distributed the fol- 
lowing advisory by e-mail, packet and 
regular mail: 


¢, 
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31 August 1994 


The recently revised Memo of Un- 
derstanding (MOU) between ARRL and 
Red Cross contains language that violates 
long-standing principles of operation by 
ARES. The MOU calls for ARES to en- 
courage members to sign up as Red Cross 
Volunteers, and for ARES to use the Red 
Cross message form. 

Red Cross recently is aggressively 
recruiting Amateur Radio operators, and 
especially ARES members, to become 
Red Cross Volunteers to perform duties 
that include serving as shelter managers 
and doing damage assessment. 

Those practices have already borne 
bitter fruit. 

To avoid such problems in the fu- 
ture and to get ARES and Red Cross back 
into a cooperative mode, Northern Florida 
ARES leaders conducted numerous meet- 
ings all around the Section. They listened 
to ARES members, then formulated their 
responses. 

This week, Northern Florida Sec- 
tion Manager Rudy Hubbard WA4PUP 
notified ARRL HQ that Northern Florida 
ARES would disregard the MOU and in 
fact, has already adopted policies that di- 
rectly contradict it. 

Red Cross and State Emergency 
Management officials and all ARRL Sec- 
tion and District officials in Northern 
Florida have been advised of these poli- 


cies, which basically re-state policies that 
have been in effect for many years. They 
are not intended as a slap at anybody, but 
are necessary to keep lines of control and 
jurisdiction clear. 

A summary follows: 

1. Northern Florida ARES will con- 
tinue to provide ARES emergency com- 
munications for Red Cross and other di- 
saster relief agencies on request, in the 
traditional assignment roles. Operators 
assigned to duty as ARES volunteers re- 
main ARES volunteers during their duty 
tour. 

2. The official policy of Northern 
Florida ARES is to actively DISCOUR- 
AGE ARES members from signing up 
with Red Cross in ANY capacity. 

3. The Northern Florida Section 
will continue to use the ARRL message 
form. ARES serves many agencies, each 
with its own proprietary form. We can- 
not train our operators in all of them, so 
we use a universal standard. 

4. ARES field operations will be 
activated or deactivated during a Section 
emergency only by the SM or SEC. ARES 
operations at the District and County ley- 
els will be activated, deactivated and con- 
trolled by the appropriate ARES officials, 
as provided in the Northern Florida 
ARES plan. 

5. We will intensify awareness, 
through training, that ARES field opera- 
tions are directed by ARES officials — 
NOT by officials of any other organiza- 
tion. 

6. We urge ARRL to amend the 
MOU as soon as possible to re-implement 
these long-standing basic principles of 
cooperation. We must try to limit the dam- 
age already inflicted. 


73; 
Rudy Hubbard WA4PUP, 
Section Manager, NF 
George Thurston W4MLE, 
SEC, NF 


¢, 
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As of presstime, there has been no 
definitive action taken by the ARRL. Sev- 
eral organizations from other states have 
expressed interest in the actions of the 
NFL section and requested copies of their 


interim policies. 


COMPUFORUM 
Continued from page 12 


customer. This Graphical User Interface 
or GUI design is the link that the cus- 
tomer sees and is important in terms of 
sales and competition. 

The Telephone Book 

The process of dialing into a BBS 
or modem service can be automated by 
using the Phone Book that is part of the 
Communication Software. The phone 
book provides a data base where you can 
store the name, number and settings for 
each modem that you commonly use. The 
settings include the data rate in baud, the 
file transfer protocol, the display system 
language, and even a custom login script 
for automatically getting through the BBS 
security and right to the main user screen. 

Once you have configured your 
phone book, the communication software 
functions are automated to the point 
where all you have to do to use the mo- 
dem is enter your program and select the 
service from the phone book. The soft- 
ware does everything else. 

Now you're up and running and all 
the high tech stuff is operating transpar- 
ent to you. Digital communication is a 
new and growing information much as 
television was in the past. But, this is a 
two way street and as many of you have 
heard, criminal activity has already in- 
vaded the system. This activity started 
with the introduction of viruses, the 
equivalent of computer terrorism, to di- 
rect harassment over the phone and even 
computer con operations. The natural 
progression of this system will include 
some forms of communication security. 
Communication security offers new chal- 
lenges to the system designer as he must 
come up with a system of checks and bal- 
ances that do not interfere with the free 
flow of speech but protect the innocent 
from the terrorism of the few. Next month, 
I will discuss some of the concepts of com- 
munication security. Stay tuned. 

Steve 
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DEATH OF HAM RADIO 


REVISITED 


-by Rich Aubin, WA1TRY 

Ed. Note. This article was origi- 
nally prepared and disseminated via 
packet BBS's. It is reprinted in FLORIDA 
SKIP as originally transmitted. Thanks 
to Joe Burnham, WD4KAV for making 
arrangements with Rich to have the ar- 
ticle submitted for publication. 

Over a year ago I posted a bulletin 
titled, “Death of Ham Radio”. The response 
was over-whelming and I promised to com- 
ment in general on those responses sometime 
in the future. 

The future is “now”. About 90 per- 
cent of the respondents were in agreement 
with me. That was that our “once special” 
hobby/service was being slowly diluted into 
something that hardly even resembles Ama- 
teur RADIO any more! Packet radio has 
shown us a small faction of ham radio. But 
this “faction” is unfortunately a microcosm 
of our society in whole. 

And it is disturbing. (to me) 

I see constant babble about everyone’s 
“rights” ... but little on your RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES. The people yelling and screaming about 
these “rights” seem to be of two schools. One, 
the scholarly who quote chapter and verse on 
legalities that rival the best of a “Perry Ma- 
son” defense. And then there are the highly 
motivated cause celebre’ types who speak with 
ranting emotion and complete irreverence to- 
ward any semblance of clear thinking. 

I’ve come to notice one thing. In many 
cases our U.S. citizenry is unable to commu- 
nicate intelligently. It’s a fact that half the 
U:S. is almost illiterate. It sure shows up 
here! 

Most of the packet community has to- 
tally “missed the boat” in regard to the “al- 
leged” sysop censorship. Sysops don’t gen- 
erally and wantonly “kill” off messages un- 
less they are clearly illegal. Oh, there may 
be a small number of individuals with a “Cae- 
sar Complex” .._ By that I mean those who 
feel the need to impose absolute rule. 

But if you use a “little” common sense, 
can’t you see that there are SOME groups of 
people out here who are NOT interested in 
certain things? At our local bbs which is a 
“club run and owned” bbs, our members dic- 
tate what “they” want on their bbs. As a full 
service, forwarding bbs, we the sysops of our 
club bbs feel a “moral obligation” to accept 
and pass along ANYTHING that is not going 
to jeopardize our trustee’s license. Now let 
me say that again ... read it carefully .. we 
feel we have a “moral obligation” to accept 
and pass ANY message that is legal! And 
WE DO! 

HOWEVER ... once our obligations 
have been met ... what about OUR rights? 
Our membership may not be interested in 
“non-ham” related bulletins. If .. (and this is 
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hypothetical) our users and members don’t 
WANT to be subjected to endless babble about 
“gun control” or find some things “objection- 
able” ... why do we HAVE to display it on our 
BBS? .. 

WE HAVE PASSED IT along ... un- 
impeded .. for anyone else to make the same 
determination down the road. How dare you 
impose your sanctimonious outlook on life on 
us! See? ... it works both ways. You can’t 
come into OUR house and tell us what news- 
cast to watch. You cannot use OUR radio to 
broadcast your “Politi-babble” to our select 
group who has NO interest in it! 

I'll fight to the death your right to read 
the National Inquirer, but don’t tell me that 
“T° have to read it too! This is Amateur RA- 
DIO ... and THAT might be what our group 
chooses to practice. If you have difficulty 
understanding the “gist” of my message, let 
me try an example. AGAIN .. an example .. 
and hypothetical .. not to pick on any one group 
but rather to show the idiocy of the argument. 

To all you “gun activists” who have 
inundated our hobby with constant “Politi- 
babble” on gun control ... | DEMAND equal 
time! That’s right, I want to be allowed to at- 
tend all the NRA or any other “Gun organiza- 
tions” and spend equal time showing slides 
of Field Day! Are you getting the point? Let 
me try another approach. I love sports cars 
and belong to several sports car clubs. I don’t 
go to car club meetings to meet gun enthusi- 
asts. Ah .. but now I can hear the wrenching 
of fists and eager fingers waiting to type a 
rebuttal about “freedom of speech” and rights 
and so on. Read this message again. Did 
you see the “new” term I’ve coined? .. “Politi- 
babble” ... well you guys “complaining” about 
Ham Radio being full of “Techno-babble” are 
no better than those poor souls who “thought” 
they were getting into an “electronics hobby”, 
and spout forth all that “Techno-babble” ... 
GOOD GRIEF .... did it ever occur to you that 
this forum IS about electronics and radio? 

What’s the matter? Are you too lazy to 
pen a letter to the editor of your local news- 
paper? .. Haven’t you got enough radio and 
tv talk shows? Isn’t anyone responding to you 
on Compuserve, or Prodigy, or any of the other 
“information exchanges”? This isn’t the 
Oprah show. It’s NOT the national forum 
for “‘save the whales”, or “gun control”. It’s 
NOT the national billboard for every person 
who feels compelled to expound on the vir- 
tues of his or her religion. It IS Amateur 
Radio ... 

Or at least it USED to be ... 

Yes, those same “‘techno-wizards” who 
spout forth “techno-babble” GAVE you this 
medium. And, as I stated in the beginning, 
MOST are tolerant and graciously pass along 
YOUR “Politi-babble”. _I find it strange that 
those who complain about the “boring tech- 
nical” stuff also INSIST that we put up with 
THEIR “non-ham” diatribe. Why don’t you 
stand up at your next NRA meeting and say, 


“I’m bored with all this gun stuff ... let’s talk 
about HF propagation”. Or maybe next time. 
you’ re in the church of your choice, you should | 
stand up and say, “Let’s have less (fill in your 
own religion) and more of (fill in another)”. 

In the “old days”, ham radio operators 
“refrained” voluntarily from discussions of 
certain content, as in religion, politics etc. 
Why? Because we were courteous and respect- 
ful of other people. We UNDERSTOOD that 
this hobby gave us a wonderful opportunity 
to meet new people from all over this earth. 
AND, out of respect for these people we tried 
very hard to be polite and NOT too controver- 
sial. Being controversial will ALWAYS stir 
emotions. We were smart enough to realize 
that not everyone would hold the same feel- 
ings toward some “delicate” subjects. And 
therefore rather than create a derisive air of 
an adversarial nature we choose to communi- 
cate in harmony and with good will. Con- 
trary to what you may think, it was NOT nar- 
row minded. We met and befriended thou- 
sands of other people who (incidentally) 
shared our passion for “radio” communica- 
tions. 

It’s been a wonderful “brotherhood” of 
people who could really get to know each other 
WITHOUT having to personally lambaste one 
another. 

Lately we’ve been inundated with bul- 
letins of “trivial” nature. Things like “This 
day in 1940” ... and humorous stories. But 
these little “information bulletins”, for the 
most part have nothing to do with this hobby! 
Why don’t you guys who post this “non-ham” 
stuff tell us WHAT HAPPENED on this date 
in history in HAM RADIO? _ Pick up a copy 
of QST ... see the column titled: “50 Years 
ago, 25 Years ago”, etc. It’s about HAM 
RADIO isn’t it? ~Why are you trying to make 
our BBS system into a “general reference en- 
cyclopedia” for ALL THINGS? I come here. 
for HAM RADIO, not “dress patterns”. 

If you want to be “unique” then post 
some “info packets” PERTINENT to this 
hobby! Oh .. I forgot .. most of these “com- 
puter programs” (the source for most of those 
information packets) don’t “cater” to Ham 
Radio. Gosh, it might be just too much “work” 
to have to do honest research! 

Lastly, just to correct all those “week- 
end” lawyers out there, there IS mention of 
just what is “proper” communications be- 
tween hams. And it comes from a higher 
authority than the FCC. WE have to abide 
by the rules set forth by the FCC and the FCC 
must abide by the INTERNATIONAL rules 
of radio communications. Or at least our 
country signed an agreement to wit. 

Now if you don’t know about these “‘in- 
ternational laws”, then you should “get 
thee” to a library. Read up on International 
Radio communications and things like WARC 
and IARU ete. Oh and while you are at it .. 
read up on your “heritage” here in Ham Ra- 
dio. Deforest, Dupont, Maxim, Morse, 
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Continued from page 16 
Sarnoff, to mention a few are important names 
that have affected us in more ways than one. 
May I be so bold as to suggest that 
a packet BBS is like a house situated 
along side a busy highway. The sysop is 
out front directing traffic past his house 
every day. As long as that sysop does 
not disrupt the flow of traffic, you have 
no rhyme or reason to dictate what he 
allows to come INTO his house ... 

I apologize for the length of this 
packet. When] last “broke” up a packet 
into several parts ... many complained 
about “missing” some. And before some 
of you accuse me of having a “narrow” 
view of only the “packet” part of ham ra- 
dio .. let me save you the time and tell 
you that suffice to say I am a well rounded 
ham .. and have volunteered and partici- 
pated in virtually ALL aspects of this 
hobby. I fully understand that Packet is 
only a small part of Ham Radio. But I 


love and respect ALL parts and feel THIS 
one is surely contributing to the ... 
Death of Ham Radio ... 
73, Rich WAITRY 


Chicken 


The Pelican Chapter, #128 of 
QCWA, will host its Annual Catered 
Fried Chicken Picnic on November 16th 
at Lake Seminole Park, St. Petersburg, 
FL. The picnic will start at 10:30AM and 
last until whenever and will take place in 
Shelter #13. For $7.50 per person, one 
will dine on chicken, scalloped potatoes, 
fresh garden salad, corn on the cob, rolls 
with butter, dessert and drink. There will 
be prizes and all the goodies. QCWA 
members and guests are all invited. 

Check-in and directions can be ob- 
tained on QCWA repeater 145.29. For 
further information or tickets, contact 
J. Frederick Strom, K9BSL, Secretary 
Pelican Chapter #128 by phoning him 
at (813) 822-9107. 


Free Hamfest at Port 


St. Lucie 


The Port St. Lucie Amateur Radio 
Association will be hosting PSLFEST 94 
on Saturday, October 29th from 8 to 1 
and it’s FREE! The Hamfest will be held 
at St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church on 
Prima Vista Blvd. just west of 
Sportsmen’s Park. It can be reached from 
195 by taking exit 163C and going east 
for about 5 miles. From US1, go west on 
Prima Vista Blvd. 

The outdoor hamfest will include 
tailgate and vendors for ham and com- 
puter equipment. It is sanctioned by the 
ARRL and besides being FREE, it will 
offer doorprizes and hourly prize draw- 
ings. 

The talk-in frequency will be on the 
146.955 repeater and on 146.52 simplex. 

The Secretary Bruce Buckey, 
KD4HQJ tells me that the PSLARA came 
into being in January 1994 and already 
has 92 members and growing. The club 
is active in all phases of amateur radio 
and operate two repeaters. 

For more information write to the 
Port St. Lucie Amateur Radio Associa- 
tion, PO. Box 7461, Port St. Lucie, FL 
34985-7461. 


SUPPORT THE 


SOUTH GEORGIA ISLAND 
DXPEDITION 


January 1995 - Three daring hams 


Projected costs in excess of 


$60,000 


Send your contributions to: 
SGi DXpeditions 


P.O. Box 2235 
Melbourne, FL 32902 


Jerry Gumbus, N4GKI, was kept busy at the Jupiter Repeater Group packet station 
last field day. Helping in the operation is Al Hurley, WD4ODH, 
and Bill Kersh, WJ4Z. Photo by Bob McDow, W4KOG 


Florida Skip/17 


READERS WRITE 


From Bill Jochimsen, K4ZK - W. Palm 
Beach, FL 


I was just reading Skip when I noticed my picture! M 
ather was a printer and made up this card for me. (Bill wrote 
pn the back of an ancient OSL card) \ had just gotten out of the 
army and joined the CAA in January 1940 


Dear Bill: Customized, multi-color cards like that woula 
ost a small mint today. Probably have to order those about a 
fozen at a time. //ger 


OPEN LETTER TO THE EDITOR - Name 


Withheld by request 

We have long taken pride in calling our selves “Hams’ 
and all the connotations the name implies but are we living up 
0 our obligations and responsibilities? 

On my many trips to Florida Hamfests, both large and 
small, I am amazed at the abundance of “condoned” illega 

B, Computer equipment, and equipment modifications offered 
by both amateur and non-amateurs. These items are abundantl 
Dffered in both outside tailgate areas as well as in the pre-paid 

lub sanctioned, inside areas. 

The FCC, if it were inclined to do so, could probabl 
support its entire budget on the statutory forfeitures it could 
amass at Hamfest alone. 

Looking a bit deeper, doesn’t the club sponsoring the even 

ear some responsibility by allowing such activities to abound 

ould they too not be liable in the event of an enforcemen 
effort on the part of the FCC. 

And even deeper, as amateurs we all bear responsibili 
by condoning such activities through our silence. 

Amateurs have long professed the fact that we were sel 
policing but more and more it appears that we are inclined ta 
et the other guy do it. 

It is time that we all take a new look at our hobby, i 
some cases our avocation, and contribute to correcting thos¢ 
blatant violations that we all see and have tended to overlook 
because it didn’t affect “me”. If we would all do our fair share 

e could again lift our heads high at the mention of “Ha 
Radio”. 


From Jim Walsh, W7LVN, QCWA Gen. Mgr - 
Eugene, Ore. 


You have done a marvelous job in constantly improving 
his magazine. 


Dear Jim: Thank you SIR! //ger 
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News from North Florida 
-by Billy Williams, N4UF 

Field Day 1994 was a great one. Despite two torrential 
downpours and accompanying lightning which caused our op- 
erators to lose over two hours of time, the final total was up 
over 1993 and we hope for another top ten nationwide finish in 
3A. 

Several records were set. Do you think every contact isn’t 
important? Ray Barnes, AB4XA and his 40/15 Meter CW crew 
established the all time W4IZ total for points by a single sta- 
tion. They eclipsed the old record set in 1984 by only 6 points 
(which works out to 1.5 contacts). The 888 contacts (all CW) 
translated into 3,552 points. Operators besides Ray were Skip 
Hill, AD4GE and Billy Williams, N4UF. 

Ray’s son Ray III, KC4MII tallied the most contacts at a 
W4IZ Field Day ever made on 40 meter phone with 786 QSOs. 
Assisting were Dean Miller, N4TBI; Jim Havard, KR4GY; Mike 
McIntyre, KO4TM; Cheryl McIntyre, KD4PAF; Joe Barnes, 
N4JBK; Bob Carpenter, KB4WEC; Keith Laube, KA2USK; 
Tex Kern, W4MET; Tommy Warren, KE4ICH; Jerry Jesonek, 
AD4HY;, Cindy Barnes, KD4RRF and Guy Mallard, W6IYK. 

The W4IZ novice/tech team used KE4K YM and posted 
a W4IZ Field Day record QSO total of 688. KE4K YM belongs 
to Carol Hill who had help from Jim Gray, N4UJL; John Hale 
Jr., KE4GDE; David Mapstone, KD4NRG; Joe Mclvor, 
KE4KZV along with Dustin Hill and Philip Halley who are 
waiting on their calls. 

Another points record was established by the satellite sta- 
tion with 246 points. Thanks to station captain Gene Hodge, 
KB4ZXZ who was assisted by Lee Copeland, N4 ATM; Ira Har- 
ris, KD4SLM; Tom, KM4CU and Mike, KAIF VJ; Hank Fitz, 
WB4URU; Barry Baines, WD4ASW. 

The 20 meter SSB team did very well thanks to team 
captains Steve Barber, WA4B and Doc Staples, W4SME. 
Through the efforts of Jim Hughes, KC4FWS a new motor home 
was borrowed from a local dealer to house the operation. Other 
operating 20 meters were Deacon Silsby, K4 YTB; John Hale, 
AC4ET; Ron Blake, N4KE and Richard Knox, SR4K. Over 
1100 QSOs were logged. . 

On VHF, team captain Raymond Roberts assisted by Lewis 
Jolly, KD4LCO and John KE4BXO tallied 194 QSOs. Brian 
Morris, KC4ZGH and the packet operation brought in 22 con- 
tacts. Special thanks to Menard Norton, KE4IOR. 

And most importantly, the food and refreshment com- 
mittee came through in a big way. Great meals all weekend 
thanks to Don Hargis, KI4ZL assisted by Sue Morris, KC4ZFV; 
Wayne Norton, WB4YTJ; Bill Hendry, KO4OD; Jim Gray, 
N4UJL; Denise Hannaford, KD4ONX and John Hannaford, 
KC4ZGE. 

And thanks to these additional hams who assisted with 
set-up and teardown; Charles Barber, N4QKC; Hank Fitz, 
WB4URU; David Phillips, KC4RQF; Peter Sorensen, 
KD4GYP; Tom Harrold, KO4KM; Willy Wilhite, AC4WZ; 
Mike Finley, KD4SXP; Joe Willson, KE4BIX; Mike Reublin, 
NF4L; General Dailey, KD4VVZ. 

Many of those listed above did double or triple duty and 
there were others that I did not get reports on but they will be 
included in subsequent columns. 

Total score will exceed 10,000 points and planning is 
already underway for a return to the football stadium at First 
Coast High School for 1995. 


Palm Beach Repeater Association, Inc. 
Presents the Eighth Annual 


PALM BeEAacH County HAMFEST 


Amateur Radio & Computer Show October 22 & 23, 1994 


Information 


South Florida Fair Grounds 
Southern Bivd 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
(Seven miles west of I-95) 


Saturday October 22, 1994 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 


Sunday October 23, 1994 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


Admission 
Admission tickets are $5.00 at the door. Tickets are valid 
both days. 


Flea Market 

Flea market tables are $17.00 at the door, if available. 
Tables are valid both days. Electric, if available, is $5.00 for 
both days. Admission tickets must be purchased with flea 
market tables. Friday setup for flea market is from 2:00 PM 
to 8:00 PM. For more information call Vi Kiekenapp, 
KC4LCF, (407) 585-9074. 


o Air Conditioned 

o Indoor Flea Market 

o Exhibits 

o FCC Exams Saturday & Sunday 
o Door Prizes 

o Ample parking spaces 

o RV full-hookup sites 

o On-Site Security 

o Quality Food Catering 


FCC Exams 

Novice thru Extra exams are scheduled for Saturday and 
Sunday. Exams will start promptly at 9:00 AM. Exams will 
be held on site. 


Talk-In Frequency 

Talk-In Frequency will be the 147.165/147.765 repeater 
with 146.520 simplex used for close in work. Talk-in will be 
active one hour before Hamfest hours and one hour before 
Setup hours. 


>>>> 50,000 Square Foot, Air Conditioned Expo Centre <<<< 


PALM BEACH COUNTY 
HAMF EST 


SOUTH FLORIDA 
FAIRGROUNDS 
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PBRA Hamfest, P.O. Box 461, Lake Worth, FL 33460 
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Exvrs Amateur Rapio 


2913 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN O 
Bis =~ ICOM 
A WEEK 
“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
Ryo HAM EQUIPMENT” agl 7 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


DISCOUNT 
PRICES! 


CLOSE-OUTS 6 

ihn WoSE 
peal BUY ¢ SELL * TRADE *7%G¢ 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


(305) (305) 


925-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD DADE Fax 


USED 


Meese EQUIPMENT 


SPECIALS 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
‘“‘SE HABLA ESPANOL"”’ 
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Aviation and Radio 


This century has nurtured two types 
of technology that are fascinating to most 
amateur radio operators. The first type of 
technology being Radio the second Avia- 
tion. 

The Wright Brothers first powered 
flight on December 17, 1903 was less than 
100 years ago. Today it 
would be hard to imag- 
ine life with out our 
great aeronautical ser- [ 
vices. 

It is difficult to say | 
exactly what is most in- & 
teresting about aircraft 
and flying. It may be 
that it allows man to temporarily loosen 
the chains of gravity that hold us so close 
to earth. Possibly the technology itself that 
embraces physics so closely. Some might 
say the mystique that seems to be present 
when a 747 actually leaves the runway 
during takeoff. 

Amateurs one and all can appreci- 
ate how most aircraft utilize radio in there 
operation. The tower voice communica- 
tion is what is most thought of, but their 
are a world of other applications too. The 
transponder is required equipment for fly- 
ing in congested areas (such as South 
Florida). Mode C transponders are used 
for aiding control towers in identifying 
and tracking aircraft traffic. Transpon- 
ders are radio transceivers that commu- 
nicate with air traffic control radar sys- 
tems. Pilots dial in four digit codes in 
the transponder device, that can be used 
to signal a variety of information. The 
code can make their aircraft stand out on 
the radar monitor, signal voice radio fail- 
ure and even a hijacking. The transpon- 
der is also capable of communicating al- 
titude data as well. The device operates 
in the microwave region of the radio spec- 
trum between 1 and 2 GHZ. 

Aircraft use radio navigation tech- 
niques heavily. Their most used naviga- 
tion equipment are the VOR receivers. 
VOR stands for WHF Omnidirectional 
Range. There are hundreds of strategi- 
cally located VOR beacon stations Pilots 
can track towards or away from to navi- 
gate through our skies.» VOR stations are 
useful in several ways but their main pur- 
pose is navigation. VOR Equipment for 
civilian use operates in the 108 MHz to 
117.995 MHz Radio Spectrum. 


-By Mark Lavallee, AC4UV 


There are several other Radio Navi- 
gation Schemes that are available to pi- 
lots. Most aircraft use variety of radio 
Navigational systems. LORAN (Long 
Range Navigation), low frequency & 
medium frequency NDB (Nondirectional 
Radio Beacons) 
and GPS (Global 
Positioning Satel- 
lite. Most aviators 
feel that satellite 
navigational sys- 
tems such as GPS 
are the future of 
radio navigation. 

Aircraft that can operate in low vis- 
ibility conditions employ still more radio 
navigation equipment. These aircraft are 
referred to as IFR (Instrument Flight 
Rules) rated. The ELT or Emergency 
Locator Transmitter is an independent 
battery operated, self contained, impact 
activated beacon transmitter. The trans- 
mitter operates on 121.5 MHZ. There 
are Radar altimeters, Radar weather 
scopes, TCAS (Terminal Collision Avoid- 
ance System), and more. 

It is not to difficult to see that ra- 
dios and aircraft have enhanced each oth- 
ers technology. The needs of the grow- 
ing aviation industry has promoted re- 
search and development in the radio en- 
gineering world. The state of modern 
aviation has benefited from the strides in 
radio technology. No wonder so many 
hams show interests in aviation. 

Look for your fellow Broward Ama- 
teur Radio Club members next time you 


pass your local Airport. 
Rick Cordary, KN4CV Pilot 
Jerry Kahn, AC40V Pilot 
Ron Jakubek KD4GZE Pilot (Flight 
instructor) 
Chuck Roberts AD4FW Pilot 


KD4GH Aircraft 
Mechanic (FCC GROL) 
WD4NE Ret. Air 
Traffic Controler 
KD4GHU 

Aviation Enthusiast 
N4JRW 

Aviation 
Enthusiast 
AC4UV 

Aviation 
Enthusiast 
SEVERAL OTHERS... 


Russel Reed 
Billy Lewis 
Joel Maybury 


Steve Adams 


Mark Lavallee 


A new FCC 


service 


The FCC has instituted a toll-free 
phone line at its Gettysburg, Pennsylva- 
nia licensing division for customer ser- 
vice inquiries. Amateurs may call 


800-322-1117 


weekdays between 8 AM and 4:30 PM 
Eastern Time to access an automated in- 
formation system with recorded messages 
on interference complaints, form requests, 
records, and Amateur Radio call sign as- 
signments. 

Other messages regard fee informa- 
tion and processing times. A TouchTone 
telephone is required. 

The FCC said the new service was 
part of its response to a presidential or- 
der that the federal government be ‘’cus- 
tomer driven.” The FCC said it used a 
series of focus groups with external cus- 
tomers to identify the desire for an 800 
number at its licensing division. 

“Within the next 18 months,”’ the 
FCC said, ‘’customer service standards 
will be developed for other areas of Com- 
mission operations to ensure that FCC 
customers receive the highest quality of 
service possible. As these new standards 
become available, the FCC will inform 
its customers.” 


Vio leniestenieteentetonien 


S.A.R.A.’s Free Flea is Back! j 
The Southeast Amateur Radio 
Association Presents 
A IAREE FALEA 


TO REMEMBER 


October 8th 
Thunderbird Swap Shop 
(Sunrise Blvd., 

Fr. Lauderdale) 


It ain’t over ‘til it’s over 
Rain date October 15th 


Seller spaces are FREE but must be 
reserved 7 days in advance. 
Use Theatre entrance on Sunrise 
Blvd. (East Entrance) 


Info: Call Jerry 741-3955 or Jj 
Monte 748-1560 i 
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(407) 567-3423 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE ‘HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
Palm Bay, FL. 32907 


407-727-0317 


1-800-935-PLUS 
(7587) 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR AND AD SPECTALTIES 
“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING * 


VENECOM, INC. 


PRE-OWNED COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT 
WE REPAIR ALL KIND OF HF - VHF - UHF - CB 


—& T-SHIRTS 
—© GOLF SHIATS 
—& HATS 

—& APRONS 

—&> TOWELS 

—& KEY CHAINS 
—® PENCILS Etc... 


4603 S.W. 71 Avenue Tel. (305) 669-9031 
Miami, Florida 33155 Fax (305) 669-9032 


KENWOOD - ICOM KC4FAD @) R V KD4FVI 
TWO-WAY RADIOS BARRY GEE “ececTnonics 8€N ROSUMNY 
503 MAIN ST. - 106A 


HAROLD HEASTER CAPLLFORD, GA 30630 


Ormond Beach, FL PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO AUY, SAL OA TRC 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


ae S11 eee —— 
STARTEK | SERVICE CENTER 


We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically on a 
national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state-of-the-art 8 & 10 
pole crystal filters, and specific upgrade kits for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu 


products. 
INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 


3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
(407) 489-5609 FAX No. (407) 464-6386 


BAD. 
Ahm singin fer mah dinner 
in a big empty space. 

Fer 75 bucks, 

Vil give you mah place. 


—= JAD 
[nl 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDEROALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


ronatcvour REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


BROKER — ASSOCIATE 
1-800-346-3859 
(305) 921-6610 


(305) 923-3333 


b @ § 1905 Hollywood Blvd. rR 
[betment,) 1905 Howwoos ana lBbarg 


Surgery 
& Diseases 


OPHTHALMOLOGY 


2108 North Orange Avenue 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32804 


(407) 898-1221 


ONLY S7SIVEAR 


Optical (407) 898-1901 
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7890 N.W. 55th Street 
Miami, FL 33166 
(305) 592-0046 


Banners 


SPEEDWAY 
License Plates, 


‘Car & Truck Lettering Yu staut 
Louis, KO4HRO 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel. (305) 899-0900 
Fax (305) 895-8178 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


TEST EQUIPRIENT, COMPOMENTS & COMPUTER EQUIPMIENT 


“ ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 
(407) 253-3371 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne FL 32935 


Amateur Radio DX Blue Book 
@ Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists 
@ DXCC, QSL, QTH. UTC info each prefix, 10 Prefix Maps 
4 Instant Speak or Write, 10 page Russian QSO dialogue - 
U.S. PPD $9.45 
# Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart, 55 
Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 
W4UYZ 4920 Mayflower St. 
Cocoa, FL 32927, (407) 632-6809 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 

MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 

FCC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

FLA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 

(Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 

Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 

Andy Clark, W4TYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


2e@ee0600 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - (305) 748-1560 


NEED AN ANTENNA FARM SITE? 
Why not raise oranges & antennas in South Central Florida? 


Land specialist W4ZD will help you like he has helped other 
leading Florida operators! 


Contact BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD. 


a The Cavender Corp., Realtors 

1349 U.S. 27 North - Lake Placid, FL 33852 

1-800-741-4490 FAX: 813-465-9669 
Low prices in high Highlands Co.! 


CORPORATION 
Reston Since 1957 


ADVANTAGE COMMUNICATION 


INC. 
Specializing in VHF & SSB Marine Radio 
Marine Antenna Systems 
Lightning Protection 
Mobile & Base Installations 
Aviation Radio Services 
FCC General Radio Telephone Licensed 
Serving Dade Broward Palm Beaches 


(305) 961-2642 
337-6951 


Office 
_ Digital Pager 


Mark Lavallee 


Box 2790 RR#2 
Melrose, FL 32666 


K4GIT 
RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
We Specialize In Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 


DORTHY and DON GIES 904-475-1950 
Owners Phone or Fax 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
ALL MAKES 


* Specialized Design EngineeringfConstruction 
* Also Marine Electronics 


8137 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W6LYK 
(904) 764-0042 


Kal-Tech €lectronics 


Tropical Electronics 


Electronic Parts - IC's - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


"Maury" & 


Phone (305) 522-5811 
FAX (305) 522-5271 


or 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 


CERTIFIED 
BUSINESS BUREAU, INC. 


MEMBER 
C.B.I1. EQUIFAX 
T.R.W. 
B.B.B. 


INVESTIGATION 
AGENCY 


COLLECTIONS @ Over Due Dests ¢ BaD CHECKS 


FINANCIAL ADJUSTERS ® RENT COLLECTORS 
Skip TRACING 


Main O| si 
WA4ZMN 3446 S.W. pap ie # 208 
NELSON ENRIQUEZ, P.I. Miami, FLorioa 33135 


Business REPRESENTATIVE TELEPHONE: (305) 642-8770 
REGISTERED AGENT Fax: (305) 642-8702 
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00 Liability 
Perilous 


-by Rudy Hubbard, WA4PUP 

Section Manager, Northern Florida 

Official Observers should be fully 
aware of the changes in the agreement 
between the FCC FOB and the ARRL. 
The amended document was signed Feb- 
ruary 25, 1994. 

One radical change in the ARRL 
policies: namely, liability insurance. In 
the new Training Guide, page 16, sec- 
tion 4.11, addressed this in detail. It is in 
direct conflict with prior documentation 
regarding liability protection for OO’s. In 
essence, it would appear, in writing, that 
most, if not all, of us have no liability 
insurance protection as OO’s regardless 


Rudy, W4PUP 
of whether we are acting within or with- 
out the guidelines of the Amateur Auxil- 
iary program. 

That being the case, far be it from 
me, or any other ARRL leadership offi- 
cial, to ask you to commit any act, within 
or without the guidelines of the Amateur 
Auxiliary program, that could jeopardize 
your financial well-being. 
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Ron Mettler, WD4GHU, Official 
Observer Coordinator, for both Northern 
and Southern Florida has coordinated and 
consulted with Dick Hill, WA4PFK, and 
myself, WA4PUP, regarding this issue, 
and we are all in agreement with the fol- 
lowing policies to govern Official Ob- 
server activities in Florida: 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
THERE WILL BE NO OFFICIAL OB- 
SERVER ADVISORY CARDS (FSD- 
213) ISSUED BY ANY OFFICIAL OB- 
SERVER IN FLORIDA. _ 

OFFICIAL OBSERVERS IN 
FLORIDA WILL ISSUE “GOOD OP- 
ERATOR” CARDS (FSD-15) ONLY. 

ALL CHARTERS FOR LOCAL 
INTERFERENCE COMMITTEES ARE 
CANCELLED. 

THE EXISTING MOU BE- 
TWEEN THE FCC FOB OFFICES IN 
FLORIDA AND THE FLORIDA ARRL 
SECTIONS IS CONSIDERED VOID, 
AS IT DOES NOT CONFORM TO THE 
RESTRUCTURED AMATEUR AUXIL- 
TARY. 

This is a very serious matter; if you 
perform any Official Observer activities 
contrary to the above policies, you do so 
entirely at your own risk! 

While these policies might appear 
to be in direct contrast to the original 
purpose of the Amateur Auxiliary, it 
should be pointed out that a wider knowl- 
edge of and better compliance with the 
rules can be promoted by recognizing and 
rewarding those who have a positive in- 
fluence on Amateur Radio, perhaps even 
more so than identifying and chastising 
those who have a negative impact. This 
does not apply to hard core cases, but, for 
the most part, those cases are not in the 
realm of the Amateur Auxiliary anyway. 

Making these policy changes was 
opted for as an alternative to completely 
dismantling our existing Amateur Aux- 
iliary structure by cancelling all OO ap- 
pointments and discarding the Amateur 
Auxiliary program altogether in Florida. 
There is still hope, through an existing 
pending Congressional law, that Amateur 
Auxiliary members can be protected from 
financial liability. If that measure is 
passed, we can then resume all normal 
Amateur Auxiliary activities as before. 


SILENT KEYS 


We regret to report the passing 
of the following Florida Amateur Ra- 
dio Operators. Please notify FLORIDA 
SKIP of any silent keys in your area. 


4K VR - Delbert “Del” Dayton, Winter 
Haven 
JA4CCG - Arthur “Bruce” Manning, 
Jacksonville 
4FRL - Leo Servary, Hollywood 
C4AWJ - Carey B. Howell, Port St. 
Lucie , 
4BNQ - Enc E. Olseen, Merritt Island 
C4FXW - Howard L. Selman, Palm 
Coast 
4HBL - John S. Hollis Sr., New 
Smyrna Beach 
AA4JM - Joseph Macy, Glen Ridge 
DSEBW - Kerry J. Andres, Sanford 
IASJCK - William A. Chanis, Titusville 
9C -E. W. Wollin, Melbourne Beach 
OLKI - Robert W. Sanders, Ocala 
AA9U - John Zimmerman, Cape Coral 


1995 FLORIDA QSO PARTY 
February 11&12 Sat. 12002Z-Sun. 1200Z (Sat. 8AM-Sun. 8AM EDT) 
ANNOUNCING THE 30™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE FLORIDA QSO PARTY, sponsored by the North 
Dade HF Society and Florida Skip. All amateurs worldwide are eligible and invited to participate. 


CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: Each participant agrees to be bound by the provisions of this 
announcement, the regulations of the applicable licensing authority, and the decision of the NDHF 
Contest Committee, which are final. 


VALID CONTACTS: All amateur bands may be used. ALL stations will use separate logs for phone 
and CW. Phone and CW are separate contests. A station may be worked once one each band and 
mode. Neither crossband nor crossmode contacts (phone to CW & vice-versa) will count for contest 
credit. Florida stations may work other Florida stations, but for contest points only. Out-of-state stations 
may not work each other for contest credit. Contacts made on repeaters do NOT count for credit. 


ENTRY CLASSES: Florida stations will be divided into two classes. Class "A" stations are those 
operating portable (under FD rules) or mobile on emergency power and running 200 watts or less (cw or 
PEP phone) inside Florida but outside of their home counties. Class "B" stations are all other single 
operator stations operating in Florida. 


EXCHANGE: Florida stations send signal report and county of operation. Out-of-state stations send 
signal report and U.S. state, Canadian Province, or country. 


SUGGESTED FREQUENCIES: cw - 3555, 7055, 14055, 21055, 28055 
phone- 3945, 7279, 14319, 21379, 28579, 50.2, 146.52 


SCORING: 

FLORIDA STATIONS:count ONE point per QSO with out-of-state or other Fla. stations. 
MULTIPLIER = SUM of states (49 max.), provinces (12 max.), DX countries (27 max) WORKED. 
(MAXimum multiplier is 88). 

OUT-OF-STATE: count TWO points per QSO with each Florida station. 
MULTIPLIER = Number of Fla. counties worked (67 max). 

SCORE = QSO points X MULTIPLIER 
[ Florida class "A" stations ONLY : multiply score by 1.5 (one & one-half) to obtain total ] 


AWARDS: Certificates, phone & cw, to the top single operator in each state, province, and DX country, 
and each Florida county. There will be FIVE PLAQUES awarded to: High Single Operator Fla. CW, 
High Single Out-of-State CW, High Single Operator FLA. Phone, and Florida CLUB With Highest 
Aggregate Score. 


DISQUALIFICATIONS: IMPROPER REPORTING, EXCESSIVE DUPES, ERRORS IN MULTIPLIER LISTS, 
UNREADABLE LOGS, OBVIOUS CHEATING, ETC. (at discretion of contest committee). Anyone 
disqualified in this year’s Fla. QSO Party will be barred from next year’s contest. 


REPORTING: PHONE and CW entries must be SEPARATED. Along with legible logs in chronological 
order, a summary sheet is required with each entry. 200 QSO’s or more requires a DUPE SHEET. The 
SUMMARY SHEET must contain: claimed score, number of QSO’s, multiplier, station's call sign, entry 
class, and number of Florida counties, power source for class "A" entries; county, state; province; 
country, call signs of all operators if multi-op; name of club if part of a club aggregate score; name and 
address typed of printed in block letters: and signed declaration that all-rules & reg.’s have been 
observed. 

CONTEST RESULTS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN FLORIDA SKIP (or send SASE). 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: must be received by 10 March 1995 (Late DX accepted within reason) 
MAIL ENTRIES TO: Florida QSO Party/NDHF Society, 851 NE 206 St., Miami, Fl 33179 
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MARS/CAP Modifications 


Here is the MARS/CAP modifica- 
tion for the new Kenwood TH-79A dual- 
band HT. Usual disclaimers about doing 
mods apply. 

1. Remove battery. 

2. Open case by first removing 3 
screws (#00 Phillips) on back and 1 screw 
on side hidden underneath the rubber flap 
covering the DC power jack. Gently pry 
apart starting at top; BNC connector will 
move with back, knobs with front. 

3. Spread unit out. Wires will 
“hinge” on the side with the PTT button. 

4. Looking on the back of the key- 
pad (front) half, locate green wire on up- 
per left, just below the CTCSS decoder 
module. 

5. Neatly cut this green wire, and 
tuck back in so ends won’t touch each 
other or other components. 

6. Reassemble. 

Programmed memory will be lost 
since the CPU will notice the strap change 
and reset itself. 

End result - 

Before: VHF RX - 118.000- 
173.995 TX - 144.000-147.995 UHF RX 
- 438.000-449.995 TX - 438.000- 
449.995 

After: VHF RX - 118.000- 
173.995 TX - 142.000-151.995 UHF RX 
- 420.000-449.995 TX - 420.000- 
449.995 

Automatic repeater offset and shift 
selections remain normal. 


Bill, N4OOC, "The WIREMAN' said his grandchild was gettin' big enough — 


If I read the schematic right, the 
green wire corresponds to “W301”, which 
also serves the same purpose as remov- 
ing “D308”. More research needs to be 
done on other mods; I’m especially in- 
terested in extending UHF receive beyond 
450. 


There is a row of diodes right be- 
low the uC which appear to be D302 
through D308, the configuration straps. 
HOWEVER - I need to caution anybody 
thinking about playing with the diode 
straps that it will not be a casual opera- 
tion. For one thing, the diodes are SMD 
“603” style - extra, extra tiny - and the 
plastic board hold-downs molded into the 
front case are right on the landings for 
most of the diodes. This means that the 
board will have to be removed from the 
case (a very involved procedure), and 
working with the tiny diodes *will* re- 
quire magnification tools as well as the 
correct micro-tip iron. It is not a job for 
the inexperienced or all-thumbs. 


Also, as noted previously, the non- 
US versions of the TH-79 have an 800 
MHz receive section. All RF components 
of this section are not present in the US 
version. Frankly, it would easier to im- 
port a gray-market version of the radio 
than it would be to attempt restoring this 
coverage in the US with parts. 
Mike Musick/NOOBE 


to help out in the booth at the Jacksonville Hamfest. 
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Renegade truckers 


Long haul truckers have moved into 
the 6900 to 7000 KHz range. Some oper- 
ating as low as 6700. Transmissions are 
usually USB and over pathways more 
than 500 miles. Some exchanges appear 
to be between family members hauling 
loads in different directions or between 
informal groups of independent truckers. 
Next time you enter a big Truck Stop, look 
at transceivers on sale and the antennas 
for 40 mtrs. 

Another active range for weird stuff 
is 13553 to 13567 in the US. Look for 
Spanish-speaking stations around 13565 
USB. Since the modified transceivers and 
antennas with broadband tuners can op- 
erate almost anywhere in the radio spec- 
trum, bootleg communications can show 
up almost anywhere at any time! The key 
to finding them is a lot of patient tuning 
and good ears. 

Comments made indicate that there 
will be much more of this activity as well 
as the usual 27 Mhz garbage! 

-Nuts and Volts 
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all over the world who knew him, it was 


<P ARMY MARS REPORT Lorraine S. Matthew (AAA9PR), PIO mars ww 
at: 


In retrospect ... 

¥ With the future of 
y Army MARS will 
come great challenges 
which will be met with skill, efficiency 
and professionalism. In considering that 
future, I choose in this column also to look 
at some of the past. 

It was almost four years ago that I 
received the assignment of public rela- 
tions officer for Florida Army MARS. 
With that assignment, I was asked to write 
a MARS column for Florida Skip. 

With that first column, Army 
MARS was already in full support of the 
military personnel who had been de- 
ployed to the Saudi Desert in Desert 
Shield. That column closed with the 
paragraph: 

“At the time this column is being 
written, there is _ still the uncertainty of 
what will happenin the Middle _ East. 
By the time this column is published, the 
January 15 deadline will be past. Let’s 
hope that a peaceful and lasting solution 
will have been reached.” History will long 
record that a peaceful solution was not 
reached. History will record the swift and 
certain destruction of aggressive forces by 
American forces using technology and 
skill never seen before. Perhaps, history 
will record the support roles of thousands 
of volunteers who served so well during 
this period of time — thousands of MARS 
members from all the services. 

Army MARS’ presence at hamfests 
and other public outings was introduced 
as a vital part of Army MARS public re- 
lations efforts. This presence has been 
written into public relations policy state- 
ments at Florida Army MARS, Eastern 
Area Army MARS, and worldwide Army 
MARS ever.since. This is one way to 
meet the public and to let the public meet 
Army MARS. This has been a two-way 
communications medium which has 
served Army MARS very well. 

The Fourth of July columns have 
always been my favorites. I’ve been a 
flag waver all my life and these columns 
give me a chance to equate the spirit of 
the Fourth of July with the basic spirit of 
Army MARS. “Proudly MARS contrib- 
utes to the preservation of the freedoms 
envisioned by the framers of the Decla- 
ration of Independence.” 

For the many Hams in Florida and 


my sad duty to write the special memo- 
rial columns for Robert “Bob” Watson/ 
W4DTV (“Don’t Touch Virgina!)/ 
AAR4QH who became a silent key in 
July, 1991. Bob was an Elmer to many 
people and a friend and mentor to all of 
the Amateur Radio world. I thank Bob, 
still, for all he did for me in terms of 
teaching me radio and getting me in- 
volved with Army MARS. Even he did 
not realize how important that involve- 
ment would become. Thanks, Bob. 

With the passing of the months, 
more and more emphasis developed with 
our primary mission of being ready for 
emergency and support operations. The 
issuance of the first (for me) recall order 
in July 1991 generated a great deal of dis- 
cussion and information development 
prior to the actual recall. This training 
period has proved to be most valuable. 
Why should there have been so many 
questions raised? Chief, Army MARS 
Robert Sutton had just recently assumed 
his position. With this assumption, Chief 
Sutton carried his vision of the reemer- 
gence of Army MARS into an active and 
fully developed Army communications 
support team. This team would use le- 
gitimate Oporders with legitimate terms 
and functions. Very few members had 
heard the term recall before as applied to 
MARS. Many knew what it meant in the 
active military and applied this meaning 
successfully to the Army MARS opera- 
tion. Very successful recalls have since 
been the practice — the latest one being 
associated with the Army MARS/FEMA 
drill executed from 31 August 94 through 
02 September 94. 

The first Army MARS sponsored 
Operation: Holidays campaign was 
launched via Florida Skip and the packet 
systems for the holiday season of 1991 
and has been successfully run ever since. 
This holiday season of 1994 is no excep- 
tion. Army MARS will be sponsoring 
this program again this year and for many 
years to come. More will be written in 
this publication and in most of the major 
Amateur Radio publications during the 
months of October through December. 

Many firsts were reported in these 
pages through the years. Many more 
firsts will appear as Army MARS 
marches forward meeting the challenges 
as they come. New technologies, new fre- 


quencies, new missions, new information 
gathering and transmitting techniques 
(i.e. the EE] mission), and many new 
agendas to come are being met with the 
skill and professionalism that are char- 
acteristic of Army MARS. 

Army MARS, evolving and devel- 
oping as new emphases are needed, con- 
tinues to be the military support commu- 
nications system that is the most wide- 
spread geographically and in terms of 
assets. These assets include not only the 
equipment in use but, most importantly, 
the highly professional corps of operators 
that constitute Army MARS today. Here’s 
to a bright and successful future. 

Army MARS 


Proud ...Professional ...Ready 


WIREBOOK 


The How-to and source manual 
written by ”The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


If you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 


Baluns - WIREBOOK H/ 
IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 


FROM W.W. SALES 


Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 
56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK II by return mail. 


WW SALES 


WIREMAN 
57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 
Fairview, NC 28730 
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OKEECHOBEE 
HAMFEST 


DECEMBER 3, 1994 


Okeechobee, Florida 


At the OKREECHOBEE AGRICULTURAL 
CENTER BUILDING located 
1.5 miles north of the intersection of U-S. 
Highway 441 and S.R. 70 


SWAP TABLES 
Testing 10:00 a.m. (ARRL) 
site: Okee Rehab Center General Admission $5.00 
403 N.W. 2nd Ave. SORE taste 2 RTOS 
(directions on talk in or at the front gate) Under Roof Outside $10.00 

Outdoor Tailgate NC 


Talk-in 147.195/.795 pean aces sien) 
8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. oon Meal(sdcitionat charge) 


Registrations received after 11/15 will be held 
at the front gate.. 


REGISTRATION  ##FORM 
send SASE to: OARC P.O.BOX 368 


OKEECHOBEE, FL. 34973-0368 
make check payable to: 
Okeechobee Amauter Radio Club 


name callzign 


stroct 
city state a: 
tickets 
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FOR SALE - MOSLEY “Classic” 2,000 Watt Antenna 10- 
15-20 -$150. “Ham” M Rotor & control - $100. Kenwood 
820-S - $485. K4NBN, Del Popwell, (904) 273-2633. (Moved 
to restricted area.) 


FOR SALE - Original W.V. 1901 Telegraph “sounder”. Ex- 
cellent -$45. Original W.V. Tel. Co. about 1920 telegraph 
sounder -$35.00. Model “T” Ford Spark Coil about 1940 
(make QSOs up to 400 yards with long wire). Swan Twins 
600R and 600T, excellent on air with manuals - $250.00 each 
plus UPS. Andy Clark, W4IYT. 41 Lenape Dr., Miami 


Springs, FL 33166. (305) 888-3874. 

FOR SALE - Mobile 10M, HR2510 - $150.00. Mobile 2M, 
IC25H -$250.00. Mobile 2M, KDK144, 60 watt amp, regu- 
lated power supply, ALL - $175.00. IBM XT computer, moni- 
tor, citizen printer, ALL - $225.00. Boris Golovchenko, 
KB2TN. 4091 Brandon Dr., Delray Beach, FL 33445. (407) 
498-4120. 


Loony law in South Bend, Indiana - No monkeys kept as pets 


shall be permitted to smoke cigarettes. 

ATTENTION! - The gentleman who purchased a Mosely 
beam at the Melbourne Hamfest. I have the additional sec- 
tions. Call Me! WB7NRE, John Perkins. (407) 242-6599. 


FOR SALE - Drake remote switch, C.S.7. MN 2700 TR7, 
PS7. Daiwa DC Power Supply. 9-15 v/30a. Kenwood TR- 
9130. Kenwood SP-120. Tokyo Hy-Power, Hi - 160v. C.D.E. 
Rotor. KLM Multi 2700. Lincoln 10 meter. Motorola mitrek. 
Motorola Maxar 80 2. Regency Micro Com 24 VHF. Swan 
TV2. Aluminum Crank-up tower, 48 ft. John Yock, 
WA4 VNU. 5401 Buchanan St. Hollywood, FL 33021. 1- (305) 
987-3171. Call after 6:30PM. 


FOR SALE - Ten-Tec OMNI-D with power supply, audio 


filters, mike, manuals. Call Joe, W4DDV. P.O. Box 350894. 
Palm Coast, FL 32135. (904) 446-4674. 


FOR SALE - Midland, 220 mHz Mobile, 12 freq, 3 simplex 
installed w/manual & mike, Model 13-509, great for packet - 
$90.00. Icom IC-27/A 2 meter, 25 watt, TT mike & manual - 
$290.00. Both Units. plus shipping. Call after 5 PM or on 
weekend. KE4IQM, G. Pohl. P.O. Box 4452. Homosassa Sp., 
FL 34447. (904) 628-4522. 


Another classic C/W song title: It Took a Helluva Man to 


Take My Ann, But it Didn’t Take Him Long. 
FREE - Shareware catalog, MS DOS software. Bayside Com- 


puting Services, P.O. Box 1268. New Port Richey, FL 34656. 
Ph: (813) 845-0973 & (800) 898-4908. 


| HEARD THERE WERE SWEET DEALS HEREI 
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FLORIDA HAMFEST UPDATE - SEPTEMBER, 1994 


Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE LOCATION 


Oct 1 Cross City Community Center on U.S. 19 South 

next to Cross City Airport 

Talk-in on 146.700 & 147.390 

INFO: Gary, KN4LO, (904) 542-3033 
Oct 8 St Petersburg At First Unity Church 

469 45th St North 

Talk-in on 147,060 

INFO: Caddie, KE4EME (813) 527-3426 
Oct 8/9 Orlando Bahia Shrine 

2300 Pembrook Drive 

Talk-in on 147.390 

INFO: Charles, KD4O0YT (407) 331-9576 
Oct 15 Starke Bradford County Fairgrounds 

US 301 and SR 100 

Talk-in on 145.150 

INFO: Dan, K4RVD = (904) 475-2695 
Oct 22/23 West Palm Beach Expo Center at South FL Fair- 
grounds 

State Rd 80 just east of US 441 

Talk-in on 147.165 

INFO: Charlie, K2GNZ (407) 582-1164 
Oct 29 Port St Lucie | FREE! Prima Vista Blvd & Irving St. 

Talk-in on 146.955 

Info: Wes, W2YRW (407) 878-4739 
Nov 5 Eustis At Lake County Fairgrounds 

SR 44 & CR 452 

Talk-in on 147.255 

INFO: Jason, KE4AUS (904) 357-9357 
Nov 12 Lake Worth FREE! At Sunset Ridge Park, 

Ave A and 13th St North 

Talk-in on 146.670 

INFO: Bill, N4ZDD (407) 439-8796 
Nov 12 Hialeah FREE! At Hialeah Adult Center 

(NOON to 5 P.M.) Palm Ave & 6 St 

Talk-in on 146.805 

INFO: Greg, KC4IVF (305) 883-5812 
Nov 19/20 Tampa Expo Hall, FL State Fairgrounds 

US 301 & 14 

Talk-in on 146.940 & 442.275 

INFO: Jean (813) 525-5178 
Dec 3 Okeechobee Agriculture Center Bldg 

on U.S. 441, 1.5 mi north of S.R. 70 

Talk-in on 147.195 

INFO: Al, AD4RZ = (813) 467-0516 
Dec 3 Ocala Marion Cty Livestock Pavillion 

on Jacksonville Rd. 

Talk-in on 146.970 

INFO: ?? 


1995 


Fort Myers City of Palms Hamfest 
Fort Myers Shriner Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 
Talk-in on 147.345 
INFO: Dale, KD4UAD (813) 275-8360 
Crystal River Crystal River Armory 
Talk-in on 146.955 
INFO: Bill, KO4ZA (904) 2 
Pinellas Park Benefit at Boys & Girls 
7790 61st St North o ee 
Talk-in on 147.060 “= 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (81 3) 823-4251 
Sarasota Robards Sports Aréa & Fairgrounds 
3000 Fruitville Rd = 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 146.730 
INFO: Gene, Wi1IDH = (813) 355-0675 
Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR_ (305) 642-4139 
Arcadia Desoto Armory 
Talk-in on 147.075 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT = (813) 494-5070 
Pensacola Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444,925 
INFO: ?? 
Orlando Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Lou, AC4GB _—— (407) 898-0429 
FREE! At Langford Park 
Rt 707 in Jensen Beach 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Bob, KASEDL (407) 546-4353 
Brooksville Hernando County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.715 
INFO: Clem, N4PIE (904) 799-3202 
Sebring National Guard Armory 
on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
Talk-in on 147.270 
INFO: Clyde, WI3X = (813) 453-7181 
Gainesville Alachua County Fairgrounds 
SR 24 & SR 222 - At the airport 
Talk-in on 146.820 
Info: Bill K4RDP (904) 454-3105 
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>> HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! << 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO CALL FOR INFO! 
Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army MARS Call: AAT4RV 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
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FLORIDA SKIP SUBMITTALS 


The address for advertising copy, articles 
subcriptions, HAMBARS, classified ads, correspondence 
and press releases is listed below. 
You can also submit articles by modem up to 2400 
| baud on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 800 number fo: 
|] story leads, news items and other news-related topics. If 
j| sending by modem, please make voice contact first. 


VISITING ASHEVILLE, N.C.? 
Beautiful mountain views! 2 miles from 
Blue Ridge Parkway. Large furnished cabin 
w/fireplace. Available September 1st. Daily - 
Weekly - Weekends. Radio operators wel-|} 
come! Antenna available for all bands. 


Call (704) 665-0124. . |. 


FLORIDA SKIP 
1280 Samo Road 
Sulte 224 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


Tele: 242-5993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 


Finish as a 
WINNER at 


SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION 
Amateur/Commercial 
Radios - Antennas - Towers 
ALL MAKES 


14918 N. Florida Ave., Tampa, FL 33613 
(813) 960-8023, Orders (800) 886-8023, 
FAX (813) 985-5137 
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; FLORIDA SKIP SUBSCRIPTION FORM : 
NEW _____ RENEWAL___ CHANGE INFORMATION.__ 
i O 1YEAR- O 2YEARS- O 3 YEARS 
$10 $18 $25 ; 
j Name i 
J Callsign sO Su a | 
VR tc eee ae 
ee ES $10 Year 
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S G 5 2 0 0 0 An all frequency multi-mission HF 
transceiver for operation on all marine, aviation, commercial, 
broadcasting, Weatherfax, military and ham frequencies. The 
SG-2000 features 150 watts output, 1.6 - 30 MHz continuous 
coverage in 100 Hz steps through direct entry, selection of any of 
644 preprogrammed channels (including semi duplex cross band 
operation) or via any of 100 user defined channels. Scanning 
capability, an automatic alarm generator, and compatibility with 
RTTY, ARQ, FEC, PACKET, CW and FS-1045/MIL STD 188-141A 
ALE is available. The SG-2000 may be fully remote controlled via 
telephone lines, computer networks and data-over-voice systems. 
Up to 8 control heads including intercom . ion between 


S G a 2 3 0 The SG-230 Smartuner™ has proven to be the 


best selling fully automatic computer controlled antenna coupler 
in the world. Proven in thousands of installations on the high seas, 
in rugged land mobile, Arctic and desert service and in aviation 
applications including helicopters, the SG-230 matches any radio 
to any antenna 23 ft or longer. The microprocessor has 500 non- 
volatile frequency memories allowing retuning in as little as 10 mS. 


Available standard as a 12 VDC unit, 24 VDC power is optional. 


DOLPHIN ELECTRONICS 
326 S. BEACH ST. 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL 32114 
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